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Tuirty-FourtH Concress, 3p Sessron. 


} d Appendix for each member and Delegate of the 
aan Von Thirty-Fifth Congress, $16,657 92: Pro- 
vided Xe. 


I —_— that amendment for this reason: Out 
of t 


e number of copies of the Congressional | 
Globe and Appendix allowed to each member, a | 


large proportion is sent directly from the Globe 
office to different individuals and —o OF 
direction of members. In my own case, I know 
that a large number of mine go directly from the 
Globe office to the different newspapers in m 

district; and these copies are not bound at all. 
] suppose that out of the five thousand odd copies 
furnished by the publisher of the Globe, not more 
than one half are actually bound by the publisher 
of the Globe. This amendment provides that 
the publisher shall be paid at the rate contempla- 


ted in the bill for each copy actually bound, and | 
nomore. {tgives him all the compensation which 


the bill gives, provided the binding be actually 
done. I am opposed to paying for work not 
done. This amendment provides that it shall not 
be paid for. [tis for that purpose I introduce it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would say to 
the gentleman from Illinois, and to the House, 
that the publisher of the Globe does not bind the 
Globe for the members of the House at all. 
work is let out under a different contract to a 
different person. Iknow not to whom. But it 


would be better, in my opinion, if the House would | 
order or provide that the twenty-four copies which | 


are to be furnished to each member and Delegate 
of the House should be bound by the publisher, 
ata price not exceeding what is here 


ually bound an 


not now bind them as you, Mr. Chairman, know. 
Mr. HOUSTON. j 


work is pal 
done. I wish to know of the gentleman, which 
committée of the House it is that passes on these 
accounts? Is it the Committee on Printing, or is 
itthe Committee on Accounts? I want the country 


to know on whom a responsibility of this sort | 


rests. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 
to answer the interrogatory of the gentleman from 
Alabama I will do so. The appropriation for the 
binding of these books is reporte 
mittee of Ways and Means, and from an esti- 


mate which I have made I find that the cost of | 
I know that a large | 


binding each Cony is $2 88. 
ortion of these Globes are not bound at all; and 
have been informed in a manner which is satis- 


cor to me, that this appropriation has been | 
in a lump for the whole number, and that | 


passe 

itis actually paid at such rates. 

that that I move this amendment. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 


know how that would apply. At the short ses- | 


sion there may be only two volumes, and then 
a osed price would be $1 44 per volume. 

r. HARRIS, of Illinois. This is not for the 
short session. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. This provision is 


hot to exceed g2 88 for each copy actually bound. | 


Ow, Sir, the price depends on the number of vol- 
umes of the Congressional Globe and Appendix 
that are bound. Last long session there were 
three volumes bound of the Globe and one of the 
Appendix, at seventy-five cents per volume, muk- 
ing three dollars copy. For two parts of the 
Globe and one of the Rolex the price of bind- 


Ke es 
r. HARRIS, of Illinois. I wish to state to 
€ gentleman that this provision for the binding 
of the Gorereesionel obe is for last session. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. No, sir. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. The cost of them I 
have fixed —_ 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would say to the 
feotleman that the binding for the last session 
been paid for, and for the present session I 
Suppose it is provided for in the appropriations 
urrént year. 


for the ¢ 
53 


That | 


rovided, | 
and that he Shane for those only which are act- | 
delivered. But the publisherdoes | 


desire to ask the gentle- | 
man from Illinois this question: 1 understood | 
him to say, that the binding of copies of this || 

d for, while the binding has not been | 








So far as I am able | 


by the Com- | 


It is to prevent | 
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Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. That matters not 
at all, so far as the question is concerned. The 
appropriation is made at a certain rate; and 


does not matter. It only provides that no more 
shall be paid for than are actually bound. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. hat is right, sir; 
but this proviso if adopted may cause the pay- 
ment of too much. We may have only two 
copies of the Globe and one of the Appendix at 
next session, and that would make the price of 
binding nearly one dollar per volume. 

Mr. Nicnous here took the floor, Mr. Bocock 
meantime acting as Chairman pro tempore. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 
inquire of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Nicnots] 
how he got out of the chair, and takes the floor 
while I was on it? 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The gentle- 
man from Ohio has not taken the floor. The time 
of the gentleman from Tennessee wes within a 
moment of expiring at the time the present occu- 
yant of the chair took it. The gentleman from 
Tennessee stood silent for about one moment, 
and about that point the hammer came down, as 
it always will when the time allowed for debate 
expires, whether the member be speaking or 
silent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I supposed that 
the gentleman from Ohio left the chair because 
a message was going to be delivered. 
suppose that his object was to address the com- 
mittee. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The gentle- 
man was within one minute of the expiration of 
his time. He may have that minute. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [I am informed 
that the publisher of the Globe binds those copies 
that are furnished to the Senate; and my opinion 
is, that if he had the binding of the Globe for the 
House, those which belong to members would 
be delivered“long before they usually are. I 
would have them bound by the publisher, and 
he would get them ready for delivery at a proper 
time. 

Mr. NICHOLS. If an amendment to the 
amendment is in order, I will move to amend the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois by 
striking out five cents per copy. I merely desire 
to say, in reference to this whole subject, that I 
have no interest whatever in the disposition of it, 
to be made hereafter; but I wish to make this 
explanation in connection with it, in response to 
some of the observations of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. The matter of the supervision of 
these accounts for binding belongs to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, of which I am a member. 
The Committee on Printing has nothing what- 
ever to do with it. The item reported in the bill 
is for binding the Globe and Appendix for this 
session of Congress. 

But it occurs to me that there is something im- 

racticable in the suggestions of the gentleman 
ews Illinois, [Mr. Harris. ] For the long ses- 
sion of Congress there are usually three volumes 
of the Globe, and one of the Appendix; while in 
the short session there is but one volume of the 
Globe and a very small volume of the Appendix. 

But so far as the action of the Committee on 
Accounts is concerned, | wish to say that they 
have never allowed one bill for binding unless the 
certificate of the proper officer was produced that 
the work had been done. 


Globe sent direct] 
constituents, no charge has been made for bind- 


ing. 

"The sum contemplated in this amendment is 
simply the gross amount necessary to cover the 
entire expense without going into particulars. 
And sir, inasmuch as remarks have been made 
going to reflect upon the C'erk of the House, I 
wish to say that the Committee on Accounts have 
the entire supervision of the settlement of these 
accounts, and they have been fair and regular. 
Everything has been just and equitable. _ I with- 
draw my amendment if there be no objection. 








whether for the last or for the present session, it | 


I did not | 


| Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 
m 











When members have | 
had a portion of their copies of the Congressional | 
from the Globe office to their 





| Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I object to the gen- 


tleman’s withdrawing his amendment, I have a 
single word to say in reference to this matter. I 
find that this item of appropriation is made out, 
even to cents, for binding those books. I find 


| that the sum I have fixed, multiplied by the whole 


number of copies, gives the exact amount named 
in the appropriation. Now, if it be true that we 
pay for no more binding than is actually done, 
then the proviso I have proposed will be of no 
effect. The appropriation is made at the rate of 
$2 88 per copy for the whole twenty-four copies 
for each heonee and Delegate. I understand that 
$2 88 is sufficient to cover the expenses of bind- 
ing. I think, therefore, that there should be a 
poorte that only the work actually done shall 
e paid for. 

Mr. NICHOLS, by unanimous conseft, with- 

drew his amendment. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, offered the following 
amendment: 


Provided, That no payment shall be made for binding 
any greater number of said books than are actually bound. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Task the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. Harris] to accept this in 
lieu of his amendment: 

Provided, That the same shall be bound by the publisher 


of the Globe, and no greater price shall be paid for the same 


than —— cents for each volume or part actually bound and 
delivered. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 
in lieu of my amendment. : 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will rule the 


I will accept that 


| amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee out 


of order, from the fact that the lettipg of the con- 

tracts for binding the Globe are re ted by law. 

This amendment therefore proposes to change 

the existing law, and is out of order. 

Then I adhere to 
original amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, With the permis- 


| sion of the gentleman from Virginia, I wish to 


State 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If I permit the gen- 
tleman to say what he wishes, I fear I shall not 
have time to say anything myself. Now, sir, 
the first fact to which | propose to call the atten- 
tion of the committee is, that this appropriation 
is for the year ending June 30, 1858. It is not 
for the short session, but for the long session fol- 
lowing. But my amendment has no reference to 
that. It is merely to restrict the payment for this 
binding to the work actually done. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understood the 
chairman of the Committee of the Whole, [Mr. 
Nicuoxs,] when he was on the floor, to say that 
this appropriation was to pay for binding the 
Globe bor this short session. Now, sir, | find in 
another part of the bill an appropriation for bind- 
ing these Congressional Globes for this session; 
so that this appropriation, unless it be construed 
to apply to the ten days’ sbort session last fall, 
which, according to a strict construction, might 
be allowed, but which, I understand, is notasked 
for, is, in fact, for the first session—the long ses- 
sion of the Thirty-Fifth Congress. I was not 
aware that there was any law providing where 
these books should be bound. I supposed that it 
was competent for us to provide that the binding 
should be done by the publisher, and to limit the 
pice as the amendment I offered provided. The 
Superintendent of the Public Priftting informs me 
that the ninety-three copies furnished to -each 
Senator are bound by the publisher, and delivered 
to the Senators bound; and I supposed it would 
be competent to give the same direction in respect 
to those furnished for the House, I kvow that 
some are sent off by members of this House as 
they are being published. I have done so myself. 
There is no binding of those thus sent off. If 
my amendment be adopted, the price for binding 
willbe seventy cents per copy, and no more copies 
will be paid for at that price than are actually 


ound. 
Mr, SMITH, of Virginia. 1 hope that, by 
unanimous consent, the committee will accept the 
gentleman’s amendment. 
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Mr. H@USTON. I desire toask the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means a ques- 
tion. | understand the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Accounts to state that no allowance is made 
he books which are not bound. Appropriations 

cen made for the entire number voted to 
cacy member of the Tlouse. I would like to 
from the chairman of the Committee of | 
vaysand Means, if there isa surplus under that 
iiwad ofappropriation; ifso, how much and where 
itis, and why it is that it is not brought into the 
present bill, so as to reduce the amount proposed | 
iv be appropriated ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If there be any 
surplus, it reverts to the surplus fund. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It does not revert immedi- 
ately to the surplus fund; it remains two years 
Lefore it reverts to that fund. If there be any | 
surplus of the appropriation made at the last ses- | 
sion, then that surplus has not yet reverted to | 
that fund. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Appropriations | 


are made at each session, and we have no right 


to take a surplus of a fund appropriated at a || 


former session. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We have just the same 
right that we have to appropriate any money. If 
there be, as stated by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, an unexpended balance under 
this head of appropriation, we should say in this 
bill that itshall constitute a portion of the present 
appropriation. In that way we can keep up our 
accounts. IT should like to know what is the | 
amount of this unexpended balance, and where | 
it is? | 

Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. This is a special 
appropriation forthe Thirty-Fitth Congress We 
cannot tell whether there will be any surplus | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


———— 





Mr. LETCHER. The Government has to re- 
ceive the paper at stated periods of delivery, and 


| when they receive it, it has to be received in a 
paper wareroom, and it has to remain there in | 


charge of the Superintendent gé the Public Print- 
ing until demanded by the mihi. printer for the 
purpose of executing the printing required of him. 

Mr.CUMBACK. AsI moved my amendment 
only for the purpose of obtaining information, I 
withdraw it. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I wish to say a 


word in reference to this matter, and for that pur- | 


pose I move to strike $500 out of the appropria- 


tion. I understand that the contractor = wes | 
’ 


paper for the Government has at length obtaines 


by management and perseverance, the rent of this | 


wareroom, but that does not release him from 
the obligation to deliver the paper where and when 


called for, and of course this provision is adding | 


so much to his contract. It is in this way that 
all the expenses to which this Government is put 
are constantly increasing and multiplying in these 
small sieletien. I make these remarks because 
I believe they are consistent with the truth, and 
having done so I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; I object to the gen- 
tleman withdrawing his amendment in that way, 
for I have a word to say in reply. Now, when 


| the Gover®ment makes a contract with the paper 
| manufacturer for the delivery of a certain style 


wnder this particular appropriation made for the || 


‘Thirty-Fourth Congress. The gentleman from 
Alabama has facilities for information which I 
have not, if he can tell how much surplus there 
will be untikgll the accounts are settled. 

Mr. HA S, of Ilinois. | modify my amend- 
ment by striking out ** §2 88,"’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof ** $1 88.°’ In my former calculation 
1 omitted to consider the increased number of 
ninety-three copies furnished’ to each Senator. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it not in order 
for the gentleman from Illinois to accept my 
amendment in lieu of his own? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I accept it if there 
be no objection. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the ruling of the 
Chair, the gentleman’s proposition cannot be 
accepted as a modilication of the pending amend- 
ment, 

Mr. LETCHER. I desire to make a sug- 
gestion to the gentleman from Illinois. In my 
opimon, the following proviso will meet the whole 
casc: 

Provided, That no greater price shall be paid for the same 


| 
thau seveuty cents for cach volume or part actually bound | 


and delivered. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois. I accept that in lieu | 
of my amendment. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
as modified was agreed to. 
Mr. CUMBACK. I move to strike out, as 
follows: 


For rent of wareroom, $250. 
For eartage and labor in storing and transportation of 
paper, $550. | 


Mr. Chairman, my understanding is that the | 


parties contracting to furnish this paper are || 


pledged to deliver it, when and wherever the | 
Government desires. If such be the fact, I can- | 
not sce the necessity for this appropriation for 
carting it about from place to place. I wish to 
know from the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means whether the contracts with | 
these parties do not cover all these expenses ? 

Me. LETCHER. The gentleman is mistaken. 
This rent for a wareroom is for the depository 
of paper in this eity, and the carting is for cart- | 
ing done from the wareroom to the public printer, | 
and for labor of that sort. 

Mr. CUMBACK., Is not the contract, with 
those who furnish the paper, to deliver it to the 
— to the t here, where they de- 
sire ‘ 





of paper, it requires the delivery of that paper at 
certain stated periods under the contract. When 
it is delivered here, what would my colleague do 
with it? It must be stored somewhere upon 
delivery, and this wareroom is for the purpose 
of receiving the paper so delivered in virtue of the 
contract wish the paper maker. Then when it is 


received by the Superintendent of the Public || 
Printing, it remains in his charge and custody | 


until the public interests demand it for the use of 


| the public printer to comply with his contract to 


furnish the public documents for the two Houses | 
of Congress, and for the Executive Departments | 


of the Government. The contractor, then, has 


nothing to do with the wareroom; and these || 
expenses are incidental to the receipt of that paper | 
by the properly-constituted officer of the Govern- | 


ment, and the holding of it until transferred from 
his custody to the custody of the pyblic printer. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, by unanimous con- 
sent, withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 
the following amendment, to come in after line 


| one hundred and seventy-four: 


For the purchase of law and necessary books for the 
Court of Claims, $1,000. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
that amendment provide for? 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would say to 
the gentleman from Virginia that the Court of 


How much does 


, Claims asked for $5,000 for the purpose of estab- 


| 


_were made last year that are now bein 





lishing a law library. They have labored under 

great embarrassment for the want of books. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know of the 

gentleman from Ohio if the law library is not 


|| accessible to the Court of Claims? 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is, but it is fre- 
quently found that they are unable to procure 
books from that library which they deem neces- 
sary and proper to investigate the cases before 
them. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The same efforts 
made, 
tocommence a law library for the Court of Claims. 
I think it is wholly unnecessary. It is the begin- 
ning of a new library for the use of that court, 
and wholly unnecessary. They certainly have 
the same privileges now enjoyed by the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the use of the law 
library of Congress. In that library are a large 
number of books, and certainly all that this court 
can require, and which fully satisfy the necessi- 
ties of the Supreme Court. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. If the gentleman 
will refer to the seventy-third e of the esti- 
mates of expenditures, he will find the sum of 
$5,000 recommended to be appfdpriated for a law 
library for the Court of Claims; but the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means have recommended 


only $1,000. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Who recommends 
it? I think this is a subject of more im 


than the committee seem inclined to attach to it, 


February 23, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. By the gentle. 
_man’s permission I will send to the Clerk to be 
read, a note accompanying the recommendatio, 
of the $5,000 for this purpose. 
Jt was read, as follows: 


“ The chief clerk of the Court of Claims, in relation ts 
the item of $5,000 for the purchase of books as the com. 
mencement of a hbrary for the use of the judges and . oi. 
citors, states that + this item was iuserted in my lat et 
mites, but not reported by the committee of the House 
under the supposiiion, as [ understood, that the law Jibfary 
for the use and under control of the Supreme Court cou\g 
be used by the Court of Claims, with the approbation of the 
court. I respectiuily submit the item again in my presey: 
estimate. The judges found by experience that it was very 
inconvenient for them to depend upon the Supreme Cour 
library. They were notallowed to take the books from the 
@brary, and if they were, it would greatly interfere with the 
proper use of them by the judges of the Supreme Cour, 
‘The judges of the Court of Claims prepare their opinions at 
their chambers, and necessarily require exclusive posses. 
sion of important books for weeks atatime. The success 

| prosecution of the business of the court most certainly 
requires that the judges and solicitors should be furnished 
| With a library of moderate extent. And as duplicates, a 
| least, of some of the more important series of reports wil] 
be required, it is thought that the estimate is reasonable.’ 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to reduce 
the appropriation $100. Mr. Chairman, we now 
| have two law libraries; one for the Supreme 
| Court of the United States, the other, a congres. 
sional law library of the amplest description, 
| The Court of Claims is temporary in its char. 
acter, as many think, and now Congress is called 
upon to provide it with a library. It seems that 
| the recommendation is $5,000 for this commence. 
iment; but the modesty of the gentleman who 
i| presides over the Committee of Ways and 

| Means could not venture on that amount. They 
| want to take the initiative, and t.odestly ask 
| 
| 
| 


| $1,000; which I propose modestly to reduce to 
| $100. I think the committee ought to look atit 
in this view. It is absolutely unnecessary, inas- 
much as this Court of Claims has access now to 
a library much more extensive and important 
than they can hope to have for many years. [t 
does seem to me that the reasons | have given for 
| rejecting this amendment are sufficient. I there: 
fore hope that the committee will reject the whole 
_item, or at least reduce it in the manner I have 
suggested, and then we can reject the whole item 
| when we come to vote on the amendment of the 
|| Committee of Ways and Means. I withdraw 
/my amendment. 
| Mr.STEWART. I move to increase the item 
| $500. I am surprised at my friend from Virginia 
| making this objection to the Court of Claims 
| havinga library. Great complaint has been made 
| in this House against the decisions of that Court. 
| If we expect their decisions to be approved, we 
ought to give them an opportunity to consult the 
| best authorities. Iam very much surprised that 
| gentlemen who take ground against the action 
and decisions of this Court, should object to per- 
mitting them to have the benefits of a law library. 
| It must certainly occur to the members of this 
committee that itis most important for a court, 
| where it is a distinct establishment, to have ac- 
|| cess to a library of its own, and that the judges 
should have an opportunity of consulting the Lest 
authorities conveniently. They ought not to be 
| obliged to rely on the library of the Supreme 
| Court, or on the general library belonging to the 
Government. It seems to me, therefore, to be 
perfectly legitimate and reasonable, if the Court 
of Claims 1s to be recognized and its decisions 
respected, that it should have the benefit of the 
best authorities, and that Congress should allow 
it a reasonable library. I hope, therefore, that 
the appropriation may be allowed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The argument of 
convenience is at last the only one. There is no 
pretense that the Court of Claims cannot have 
the full use and enjoyment of the congressional 
library, or of the library of the Sapreme Court. 
They say that they frequently want books in thet 
rooms for weeks. Well, sir, that is only a very 
poor reason, it seems to me, for this library; and 
if the motive of convenience is the only one they 
can show, it is insufficient. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 1 ask the gentle: 
man from Virginia what authority the Court o! 
Claims has to draw books from the congressio® 
library ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Ofcourse I presvm? 
they have that authority; but if they have not, the 

ntleman knows full well that they can get + 

here are two Committees on the Library, °* 


} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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eer . ae 
in this House and one in the Senate, and the 
can easily give that permission. [If there is any | 
dificalty in that way, it can be obviated by a 
proposition which I may yet submit. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. They cannot | 
draw a single volume from the congressional li- | 
brary without the authority of a member of Con- | 
“Mir, STEWART withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I move to reduce this appro- 
riation to one dollar. Iam opposed to the insti- 


the appropriation now, there will have to be next 
session a salary for a librarian, and the next ses- 
sion after that a building to place the URrary in, 
and so there will be no end tothe expense. I have 
been here four years, and I have just begun to | 


learn, about a week ago, that the whole struggle || 


of everybody is to get into the Treasury. And 
now | mean to take my stand for the small rem- 
nant of time against all this. I can see a great 
ropriety in increasing the present law library. 
f we would expend for that purpose the money 
which it is proposed now to appropriate for the 
beginning of another library, all these gentlemen 
could be accommodated at the same place, on this 
bill, where in a year or two you will see all these 
institutions. I see no propriety in inaugurating 
anew library, which would become in a few years | 
agreat law library. It appears to me that it would 
be best to reject the amendment. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I do not like to 
seem pertinacious. I move to amend 


| 
| 
The CHAIRMAN. There is already "| 
| 
| 
| 





amendment to the amendment pending. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ell, Pik going 
to oppose it. We may both be working for the 
same result, but I still may be o posed to this 
particular proposition. I do not desire to seem 
pertinacious in this matter. But suppose the 
amendment of the Committee of Ways and Means 
pce you commence a library, and you must 


y || Sir, lam opposed to this amendment upon the 


ground that it does not accord with public econ- 
omy to be multiplying libraries here for every 
new organization that may spring up under this 
Government. Now, sir, here are the several 
| courts of the District. Much of the business they 
transact is in connection with the Government, 

and why not furnish a library to each, as wellas 


| 


| are all some distance from the Capitol, and there- 


Court of Claims. 
Now, sir, this Court of Claims is located in 


|| one of the wings of this Capitol, and the law and | 


| congressional libraries are in the Capitol; and 
why. cannot these judges have the same access to 
these libraries as is given to members of Con- 
gress? 

And again: suppose you appropriate this one 
thousand or five thousand dollars: how far will it 


go towards establishing a library for the Court of | 


Claims that will accommodate them better than 
the law and congressional libraries accommodate 
them? What books would you purchase? The 
same that are already in those Shvuries? 

Mr. LEITER. Suppose a member takes one 
of these books from the library, and keeps it for 
months: howare the judges of the Courtof Claims 
to use it? 

Mr. LETCHER. There is, as I understand, 
more than one copy of the same work; but if there 
is not, upon the principle of the gentleman from 
Ohio, suppose each of these judges of the Court 
of Claims wanted the same work: how would 
they all be accommodated ? 

Mr. LEITER. They would be more likely 
to be accommodated from three libraries than 
from two. 

Mr. LETCHER. And they would be better 
accommodated from twenty libraries than three; 


rave a librarian, and have to incur many other || and why not go for the whole twenty, so as to 


expenses, 
expenditures, independently of the total absence | 
of all necessity for it. I trust, therefore, that, | 
looking at all the circumstances, it will not be the 
pleasure of the committee to authorize the appro- 
priation. 


Mr. LEITER. I move to amend by striking | 
out * $1,000,”’ and inserting ** $5,000.’ I think | 
that if we intend to inaugurate this new library | 
it would be better to go to work efficiently. Our 
Treasury is in a condition now to justify us in| 
doing so; and I have no doubt, myself, that it is | 
highly important that this court should have a | 
library independent of that of any other body. | 
The library of the Supreme Court is at the com- | 
mand of the Supreme Court. The congressional | 
library is under the control of this House and the 
Senate. Then suppose that the Court of Claims 
wanted to use a work in either of these libraries, | 
and that we wanted to use it: who is to have the 
control of it? Why, asa matter of course, we | 
are. So with the library of the Supreme Court. | 
Then what is the Court of Claims to do? It is| 
better for Congress to give this court sufficient 
means to inform itself, so as to be able to act in- 
telligently on all questions submitted to it. It) 
strikes me that every gentleman who is convers- | 
ant with the public business must see at once the 
propriety of establishing a library for this court, 
if we intend it shall continue to exist as a court. 
I confess that I have never entertained a very good | 
Opinion of thatcourt. Nevertheless, I amin favor | 
of putting into its hands the means for discharg- | 
ing its duties intelligibly and intelligently. Iam | 
not only in favor of appropriating this $1,000, but 
of the $5,000, which is too small a sum for the 
purchase of such a library. 

Mr. LETCHER. I was opposed to this amend- 
ment in the Committee of Wate and Means, and 
1 have heard nothing since which has satisfied me 
that my position was not right. Now, sir, this 
Proposition is to purchase law and necessary books 
for the Court of Claims. xe: sir, what books 
other than law books ar@™intended to be em- 
braced? What sort of books do the 
law books? And in addition toall this, who is to 
select this lib ? Under whose direction are 
these books to be panne wee - to decide bes 

are ° authorized to e 
the parhean | 








need except 


It is but an opening door for large || provide against oe contingency? 


Mr. SIMMONS withdrew his amendment. | and it was not agreed to. 


I hope the 
amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. LEITER, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The question was taken upon the original 
amead ment of@he Committee of Waysand Means, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Iam directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to submit 
the following amendment: 


In the followiug paragraph, reduce the appropriation from 
$8,000) to $7,000: 

For ruling and full binding books for recording collectors’ 
quarterly abstracts of commerce and navigation, and blank 
abstracts for their use, blank-books, binding and stationery, 


arranging and binding canceled marine papers, cases for | 


official papers and records, and miscellaneous items, in- 
cluding office furniture aud carpeting, $8,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr.CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendment: 

In the following paragraph, after the words ‘two labor- 
ers for,’’ insert * south extension of the southeast Execu- 
tive,” and strike out the words “ occupied in part by the 
Attorney General, and in part by the First Auditor of the 
Treasury.” 

For compensation of four watchmen and two laborers for 
building occupied in part by the Attorney General, and in 
part by the First Auditor of the Treasury, §3,600. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am directed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to offer the 
following amendment, to come in after line five 
hundred and fifteen: 


To enable the Secretary of War to employ temporary 
clerks in the office of Quartermaster General on bounty 
land service, $5,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 
of Ways and Means has instructed me to offer 
the following amendment: 

On page 27, after line six hundred and forty, insert: For 
the payment of a temporary clerk in the Post Office Depart- 


ment, in view of the amount of extra labor growing out of 
the letting of mail contracts, $600. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I move the following 


amendment, to come in after line six hundred and 
fifty-three: 


To com Thomas H. Breen for three hundred and 
fifty-three days’ services as clerk to the supesintendent of 
Mint repairs, at @1 50 per diem, $529 50. 


to the Courtof Claims? The fact that these courts | 


] fore less convenient to the law library of Con- | 
tution of a new law library. Why, if we make || gress, makes the argument in favor of establish- 


|| ing libraries for them stronger than it is for the 
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Mr. LETCHER. That amendment is not in 
order. It is a private claim. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
rule this amendment out of order, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iris to make ap appropri- 
ation under existing laws. [will submit a lerter 
which explains the whole matter. [tis very can- 
didly written, and [ trust it will be read, 

‘Lhe letter was read, as follows: 

Mint or rue Unrrep States, 
PRiLapDe puta, January 22, 1857. 

Dear Str: T venture to ask your aid in procuring for me, 
3, an appropriation for my relict, for uncom 
pensated services rendered to the United States under the 
tollowing Circumstances: 

lu the year 1655 an appropriation of 2125,000 was passed, 
to be expended in making the Mint at Philadelphia fire 
proofs, and in repairs. The disbursement of this fund was, 
in subordination to the Secretary of the Treasury, placed 
under the control of Captain Andrew Talcott, under the 
designation of superintendent of Mint repairs. 

In the performance of the duties devolved upon him, 
Captain Talcott found it necessary to secure the services 
of a person to aid him as clerk, in keeping the accounts, 
correspondence, &c., connected with the work. In place 
of engaging such a clerk outside of the Mint, he proposed, 
with a view to economy, to employ myself, at a smail extra 
compensation. I was then, and am still, employed in the 
Mint at per diem wages. Captain Talcott agreed to pay 
me §1 50 per diem for extra services and over-time in the 
performance of the duties indicated ; and with the consent 
of the Director [ undertook the work, in addition to my 
ordinary and engrossing occupation in the Mint proper. In 
this employment I coniinued trom July 1, 1855, to June 17, 
1856, viz: three hundred and fifty-three days, whieh, at 
$150, enti:les me to $529 50. For the service trom July 1 
to December 31, 1855, my bill was paid, amounting t » $276, 
on the certificate of the superintendent, Captain Talcott; 
but on the adjustment of the account at the Troa-ury, tie 
payment was disallowed, as having been contrary to law. 
lor my service from-Jdanuary 1 to June 17, 1856, I have 
presented no bill, in view of the decision of the Secretary, 
although I consider myself fully entitled to the remuner: 
ation. 

The ground of the disallowance is, that the payment was 
contrary to the second section of the actof Augu t 23, 1642, 
viz: * That no officer in any branch of the public service, 
or other person whose salary, pay, or emolument is or are 
fixed by law or regulations, shall receive any additional pay, 
extra allowance, or compensation, in any form whatever, 
for the disbursement of public money, or for any other ser- 
vice or duty whatepever, unless the same shall be author- 
ized by law, and the appropriation therefor explicitly set 
forth that it is for such additional pay, extra allowance, or 
compensation.”? 

In a letter from the Treasurer of the Mint to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, of the 2lst of October last, the attention 
of the Department was called to the fact, inasmuch as my 
employment in the Mint was ata per diem compensation, 
which the Director had the power of increasing or dimin- 
ishing im rate, of his own authority, [did not come properly 
within the purview of the law as one having a “fixed”? 
salary or emolument, and that the allowance tome was as 
proper as the extra allowances for special and over-work 
frequently allowed to other operatives in the Mint and 
branches, with the Comptroller’s approval. But the Secre 
tary still persisted in bis first decision. 

I must, therefore, assume that the payment for my ser- 
vices cannot be made under the present state of the law, 
and must ask that Congress should make a speciai appro- 
priation for that purpose. 

Of the facts that | was employed by Captain Talcott, and 
that I entered on the duties, and performed them ia good 
faith, and in reliance on the promised compensation, there 
can be no dispute. As to the former point, | will extract 
from a letter of Captain lalcott’s sent to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, February 27, 1856, viz: *“* Under the general 
authority vested in the superintendent to procure such ser- 
vices as were necessary for keeping proper records of the 
expenditures for, and progress of the work, by permission 
of Colonel Snowden, Director of the Mint, Mr. Breen, a 
clerk on per dicm pay, was selected and employed nta 
lower rate of compensation than a competent person could 
have been hired for this duty only.’? 

The first intimation from the De ment that the charge 
was objected to was on the 12th Mareh, 1855, after I had 
been eight months engaged in the service ; but Captain Tal- 
cott being about to leave, I continued the duty, ae I have 
stated, until the 17th of June. 

Had a clerk been engaged from outside the Mint em- 
loyés, his services would have cost from three to four dol- 

se. per day; and as such a person was indispeneabie, it is 
unquestionable that such an expenditure would have been 
allowed. My own employment, therefore, at the rate fixed 
was an economy to the Government. 

Deeming mysclf equitably entitled to remuneration ac- 
cording to the terms of my engagement, [ trust you will aid 
me in securing such a of law as will except me 
froin the restrictions of the act before quoted. L suppose 
an item in the appropriation bill *‘ to compensate Thomas 
H. Breen, for three hundred and fifty-three days’ services as 
clerk to the superintendent of Mint repairs, at @1 50 per 
diem, $529 50,”? would be sufficient. 

Wil you have the kindness to send me a few words at 
your earliest convenience ? ; 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant and friend, 

THOMAS H. BREEN. 
Hon. Tuomas B. Pronence, Washington. 

Pending the reading, . 

Mr. LETCHER, (interrupting.) I rise to a 
oint of order. We have got something else to 
o than having papers of this sort read. 

Mr. FLORENCE. We want to do justice to 


all men. “Because this is a poor man who asks 


eee 


ES + sae 


—* 


ll si AL BP 


re ere) rca ao 


Se tee ed 





eee re ed sa gece iS , 


836 


to be paid his per diem allowance at the rate of 
#1 50 per day, it seems that he is to have no con- 
sideration here. 


The CHAIRMAN. So far as the reading of | 


the paper has progressed, the Chair thinks this | 


is a private claim. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Privateclaim! Why, itis 
asking compensation for services rendered to the 
Government—a claim which the Department it- 
self allowed as being under-existing laws. 

The reading of the letter was resumed and fin- 
ished. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thestatement of the case 
made by the paper is, that this is a claim for 
extra compensation, which is not authorized by 
law. 

Mr. FLORENCE, It is not for extra com- 
pensation. I take an appeal from the ruling of 
the Chair. 

The question being on the appeal, 


Mr. FLORENCE withdrew it. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend the following 
amendment: 

On page 28, line six hundred and sixty-nine, after the 
word * seventy’? insert the word * five ;’’ so as to make the 
clause read : 

For wages of workmen and adjusters, $175,200. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would like to ask 
what is the increase for ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. At the time this 
bill was reported the full estimates had not been 
received, This is to bring up the appropriation 
to the amount needed. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. That is satisfactory. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The Committee 
of Ways and Means recommend the following 
amendment: 

Page 28, line six hundred and seventy-one, after the word 
“funds,”’ strike out ** 873,300,” and insert ** 94,715 ;”’ so as 
to make the clause read: 

For incidental and contingent expenggs, including wast- 
age, in addition to other available funds, $94,715. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentleman will give some explanation of this. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It is the same 
explanation that I have just given. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. LANE. I wish to move an amendment 
to which I hope there will be no objection, pro- 
viding for extending the time for settling the 
claims arising out of the Cayuse war. I will say 
in explanation, that there is an unexpended bal- 
ance of the appropriation for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Cayuse war. The law making the 
appropriation provided that the claims should all 
be presented during the present fiscal year. Now, 
sir, ther® is some $1,800 of that appropriation left 
unexpénded, and | propose that the time for pre- 
senting these claims shall be extended for one 
year longer. Mr. Whittlesey drew up a bill, 
which was presented.to the Committee on Terri- 
tories, and passed by that committee. The 
amendment I propose makes no appropriation, 
but simply extends the time. I hope the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Mbane will 
not object to it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I presume there 
will be no objection to the gentleman’s amend- 
ment, but I would propose that we go on with the 
bill, and when the gentleman has put his amend- 
ment in shape, let him offer it. 

No objection being made, the proposition was 
acceded to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, offered the following 
amendment: 

Under the head of “ Utah,” page 31, line seven hundred 
and thirty-eight, insert as follows : 

Por conti t expenses of said Territory, $1,327 30, to 
discharge such sums as the accounting officers may deem 
to have necessarily na ag y the Executive of said 
Territory during the years 1855, 1856, and 1857. : 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MORRILL. I move the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the same clause 
in the bill: 

Provided, That of this appropriation shall be paid 
watil all the provisions Of the act of Cougreas ogancing 
Seer chert eee ear 
Constitution of the Caines Weance shall be! . 
raise the 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I 
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proper in an appropriation bill. | 
he CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the |! 
question of order. } 
Mr. MORRILL. I move, 'then, to strike out | 
the following clause in the bill: 
For compensation and mileage of the members of the || 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent @X- || 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I raise the ques- || 
tion of order that we have passed that point in 
the bill. 


The CHAIRMAN. That clause in the bill | 


has been passed, and an amendment has been |) 


adopted at the end of it. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
iee of Ways and Means, moved to insert in line 
seven hundred and fifty-five the word ‘ three,” 
so that the clause shall read: 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $23,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I offer the followin 
amendment, to come in after the one just offere 
by the gentleman from Ohio: 

For the purehase of books for the territorial libraries of 
Minnesota, Oregon, New Mexico, Utah, Washington, Kan- 
sas, and Nebraska, the sui of $500 for each of said Terri- 
tories be, and is hereby, appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury: Provided, ‘That the appropriation aforesaid 
| shall be exclusively confined to the purchase of such stand- | 
| ard legal works as may be needed for the libraries of each 
| of the said Territories, respectively: nd provided further, 
That the appropriation aforesaid shall be expended under 
| the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, who shall 
cause a list of all the books purchased under this act, and 
the prices paid therefor, to be reported to Congress at the 
| first session after the same shall have been completed. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I make the ques- | 
tion of order, that the amendment is notin order. 
In the first place, there is no existing law author- 
izing the appropriation; and in the next, itis a 
| proposition to append to this bill a bill now pend- 
ing before this House as a separate measure. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘The gentleman 
from Ohio is perfectly aware that appropriations 
have been made heretofore for libraries for each 
of these Territories. My amendment is for a 
continuation of that policy. [ti mnot, in any 
regard, be esteemed independent legislation, but 
only carries out a policy already adopted. I say 
frankly to the gentleman. that the amendment is 
moved to gratify the Territories, who will prob- 
ably have no other chance of getting a bill through 
which has received the approval of the Committee 
on Territories. It is to carry out previous legis- 
lation of the country in reference to these Terri- 
| tories. It merely appropriates to each of the 
Territories the sum of $500 for libraries. 








LOBE. 


| question of order that that amendment is not | $20,000 to pay the members and officers of the 








February 28, 





so-called territorial Legislature of the Territo 
of Kansas. It applies, as I understand it, to th, 
men who passed those infamous acts, whic}, 
through all coming ages, will be regarded as a dis. 
grace to the country, and a blot upon the ciyjjj. 
zation of the nineteenth century. It is to rem 


- the Aewemtly, $20,000 |, nerate the services of men who held their seats 
wes O e asec ¥, #L0,000. | 


Wy virtue of an armed invasion from without the 
| Territory, and in violation of the dearest rights 


| of American freemen! Sir, [ regard all the acts 


|| and doings of that sham Legislature as a usurp. 


ation; and this House, by its action during the 
last and present sessions of Congress, has repeat. 
edly so declared it, especially by the act recent! 
passed, wiping out and annulling the entire bogus 
code. The retaining this provision would be an 
indorsement and approval of that usurpation b 

| this House. I trust, therefore, that my amend. 
| ment will be agreed to, and the appropriation 
stricken from the bill. 

Mr. WHITFIELD, Mr. Chairman, certainly 
the gentleman from New Hampshire has not read 
| the papers of his pay poe in the North, 
| It is generally conceded by them that Kansas 
must be a free State. This appropriation is not 
to pay for the expenses of the present, but of the 
next Legislative Assembly of that Territory. If 
the gentleman is of the impression that we are 
going to defeat him at the next election, then he 
may be right. He would not offer his proposi- 
tion, I am sure, if he believed, as his fctends in 
the North do, that the next Legislative Assembly 
will contain a free-State majority.~ As I have 
already said, this is not an appropriation to pay 
for the expenses of the present Legislative As. 
sembly. Two years ago we were strong enough 
to get an SOT Ore to pay for the expenses 
of what you call ** the so-called Legislature of 
Kansas.’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. How was the last Legis. 
lature paid ? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. There was an appropri- 
ation made by the organic act of $20,000, and 
two years ago there was another appropriation 
of $20,000. Our Legislature being economical, 
there was enough left to pay for the expenses of 
the session just closed. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to 
amend by reducing the appropriation to $19,000. 
Mr. Chairman, this House, at the last session, 
on several occasions, declared that there was no 
Legislature in Kansas. It sent a commission to 
that Territory to ascertain the facts in this regard, 
and the results of the investigation by that com- 
mittee were reported here and ordered to be 





'| printed; and in the ot of a majority of this 


House it was established clearly and conclusively 


that that Legislature was a usurpation; that there 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to } was no Legislature there; and that what was called 
hold that the amendment is not in order. If the || 9 Lesislature was a body of men chosen by out- 
amendment was for a specific appropriation for || giders and usurpers. And the House at the last 
libraries to these Territories hitherto ordered by || gegsion by a considerable majority, struck out 
Congress, the Chair would entertain the amend- || f-om an appropriation bill a clause similar to the 
ment. It contains provisions legislative in their 1 present one. Since then nothing has occurred 
character, and is, therefore, not in order. requiring different action. If there is no appro- 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘Then I move that || priation necessary for the present so-called Legis- 
ther “ S eitaeaes $900 to each of the Territo- || jature, as the Delegate from Kansas nee 
ries tor library purposes. then t is no occasion to pass this clause. It 

The CHAI MAN. The Chair is of the opin- || jg ah abe cannot be intended to cover a future 
ion that the only amendment in order at this place Legislature, because no new and valid Legislature 
would be one for this particular Territory. can be chosen until a new act of Congress shall 

Mr. CAM PBELL, of Ohio. Itisan extremely be passed authorizing a new election. If this ap- 
unpleasant duty which devolves upon me to make propriation be made, it goes to pay for the body 
objections of this kind, but I feel myself com- || of individuals who allege they have been elected 
pelled to do it; otherwise we should have a great || members of the Kansas Legislature, or such a 
deal of the independent legislation of the country may be chosen under laws made by them; and 
attached, in violation of the rules of the House, || if we vote for it we in effect vote against what we 
to the general appropriation bills. 1 am not op- || have declared heretofore, viz.: that this Legish- 
posed to the gentleman’s proposition when it || qyre was not legally elected. I hope we sh 


clined to do everything that is within my power 
to assist these infant Territories. But the gen- 
tleman will readily see, as other gentlemen must, 
that the moment I deviate from the rules I open 
the door to all kinds of amendments. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 


amendment. 
Mr. TAPPAN. I move to strike ott the fol- 
lowing, under the head of ‘“‘ Kansas:”’ 


For compensation and mileage of the members of the 


lay clerks, and - 
hagoledre at em contingent ex 


Mr. Chairman, this provision appropriates 


I withdraw my 


comes up in order, but on the contrary am : 


strike out this clause, and do as we did Jast year. 
Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, the gentlemaa 
from Maine tells us that this House has repeat! 
edly declared that the Legislature of Kansas wes 
a usurpation, and its laws of the character which 
might have been expected from a composed 
Now this House has declared a” 
other thing. [t declared at the last session © 
Congress that the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. 
Wmirreip] was not entitled to a seat upon - 
floor, ss he was not elected in pursuance ° 
w. e very same Congress at this ere] 
has declared that he was elected in pursuance ° 
law, and that he is here rightfully in his seat. 


of usurpers. 
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“Tr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would ask || 


the gentleman from Virginia whether they Rave 
not so declared in a new election? 

“Mr. LETCHER. Did they not elect there | 
members of the Legislature too? [Cries of ‘‘No!’’} | 
Well, sir, if the new election makes any differ- 
ence, Will the gentleman from Maine be good 
enough to explain to this House why, when that | 
new election occurred, he sought then to turn the | 
gentleman out? . | 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Undegthenew | 
election I claim that the gentleman from Kansas | 
should be turned out, for the reason, im the first | 
place, that there was not any pretense of a law | 
under which he was chosen at the last election; 
and the gentleman from Virginia cannot logically | 
have voted to retain him under the former elec- | 
tion, and retain him under the last, because the 
gentleman from Virginia—— 

Mr. LETCHER. I cannot give the gentleman 
from Maine all my time; but as he is a stickler 
for law, will he tell me under what law he voted | 
to admit Andrew H. Reeder? Where did he get | 
authority for that? Yet the gentleman gets up, | 
and says he is a great stickler for law, and 

Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, by unanimous 
consent, withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I now move to | 
amend by adding $18,000 instead of $19,000. A | 
word in reply to the gentleman from Virginia. | 
He asks me to state why it was that the Com- 
mittee of Elections reported that the gentleman 
from Kansas was not, in their judgments, entitled 
to a seat upon this floor. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I rise to a point of 
order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope the gen- 
tleman will not object to this debate. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. The gentleman from 
Maine and my friend from Virginia have had a 
crack at each other, and I was willing that that | 
should go on; but I am compelled to make the 
point of order that, under the rules, the gentleman 
must confine his remarks to the question before 
the committee. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Well, I will 
confine myself to the amendment, though I would 
have been glad if the gentleman from Arkansas 
had permitted me to answer the gentleman from 
Virginia, and I think I could have satisfied him 
and every other gentleman upon that side of the | 
House, that the gentleman from Virginia acted 
inconsistently a illogically upon the vote which 
he gave the other day, [‘‘Order!’’ ‘* Order!’’] 
and that no man upon either side of the House 
could properly vote for him. Well, I will bring 
myself to the point. Less than a week ago this 
House voted that the acts of legislation of the so- 
called Legislature of Kansas were null and void-— 
of no foree whatever—for the reason asserted in 
the preamble of that law, which were to the effect 
that the Legislature was an usurpation, as well 
as for the reason that the legislation was of such 
character that ought not to stand on the statute- 
books of any State or Territory of this Union. 
The House having made this declaration a few 
days ago, and by its deliberate judgment pro- 
nounced that there is no Legislature in Kansas, 
it follows that it has no right to appropriate moncy | 
for the expenses of a body which has and can 
have no legal existence. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I am opposed to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maine. He | 
has doubled upon his track. He first offers one | 
amendment, and makes a speech upon it; and 
then he withdraws, it and offers another amend- 
ment. And now I want to say a word in reply 
to what he has said. He informs this House that 
at the last session it sent a committee to Kansas, 
that it madeareport.upon which the House acted, 
that the House decided that the sitting member 
Was not entitled to a seat, and that the laws of 

ansas were bogus laws, and unworthy of any 

or Territory in the Union. 

Whatever the House. may. have decided. last | 
Session the countr verge! understands It 

rstands why t was, gotten up, 
why it was, packed upon the. House aa u he 
sroentialmntnedampeater ie 
: as it ’ ‘or whi 
it was done. The country at the iene \ dei 


sein Passed:its judgment uppretby action.of 
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Let me say that the composition and character 
of this House last session is no indication of its 
character now. The decision which the House 
made last session has been reversed by the House 
this, and the Delegate from Kansas stands upon 
this floor now as much entitled to a seat as any 
member in this Hall; and yet, when any appro- 
priation is proposed here in reference to Kansas, 
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of the pont Legislative Assembly were null 
and void; and if so, then it had no power to pass 
laws by which its successor should be elected; 


'\} and therefore the election of its suecessor under 


gentlemen get up and propose their amendments, | 
not in reference to the past of Kansas, but tostifle | 


the future action of the people of that Territory. 
This appropriation does not provide for the ex- 
Brnese of the past, but for the expenses of the 

egislature which may hereafter assemble. Gen- 
tlemen are not content that the people shall re- 
ceive their maledictions for what they have already 


|| been paid out of the public Treasury, alt 


| 
; 
| 
! 
} 


} 
| 
| 


those laws is null and void, No legal result can 
follow from the acts of such a body unless they 
make a successful revolution. The manner in 
which the executive officers of the Government 
have undertaken to pay the expenses of the pres- 
ent alleged Legislature is a fact which ought to 
be brought before the country. We are now 
told by the Delegate from Kansas that they have 

co 


'| both Houses of Congress, at their last session, 


done, but that, in the future, these very laws, of | 


which they complain, shall never be modified by 
any existing Legislature whatever. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
tleman allow me to say that such is not my posi- 
tion at all? [Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order!’’] 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I am willing to 


rather hear it than that it should be lost by the 
clamor of the House, for 1 am ready to mect any 
statement, and reply to it. I believe that this 
whole proceeding is designed to keep alive the 


expressly refused the appropriation. If this be 
true, then I say that the Seni. or any officer 
under him, who took from the special fund ap- 
propriated under the organic law for a special 


|| purpose, money to pay the expenses of that 


flickering flame which is about to expire, and | 
that those members who have been fighting these | 


battles here, and are about to retire from this 
Hall, may make some temporary capital from 
which to reap a reward in the future. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I call the gentleman to 
order. He is not confining his remarks to the 
amendment. ' 

[Cries of ‘* Go on!’ ** Go on!”’] 

Mr. HARRIS, of L[llinois. 
ized these proceedings, in a brief manner, as I 
think they Seaevat and I say, in any view of the 
future of the Territory of Kansas, there is no 


reason why this provision of the Committee of || fairly, frankly, and openly, and the witnesses 


Ways and Means should not stand as it is, and 
become a law. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw 
my amendment, and call for tellers upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Tappan. ] 

Mr. CAMBBELL, of Ohio. I move to add to 
the amendment, so as to increase it to $19,000; 
merely for the purpose of explaining the reasons 
why the Committee of Ways and Means have 
reported this provision. We felt ourselves bound 
to treat Kansas as we did all other Territories, 
A proposition was pending, introduced by the 
chairman of the Committee on Territories, pro- 
viding for a reorganization of that Territory, and 
for a new election of members of the Legislature. 


I am one of those who have always concurred | 


with the gentleman in the opinion that the Legis- 
lature of Kansas which passed the laws which 
we have repealed, so far as the House has any 


action, was a fraud, and I have not changed that | 
But, looking to the future of the Ter- | 


opinion. 
ritory, we believed that it was necessary to report 
to the House the appropriations for carrying on 
the Legislature of the Territory. We in the 
committee-room could not determine what would 
be the action of Congress in reference to the laws 


of Kansas, or the statutes claimed as laws. || 


I have character- | 


Whether Congfess would repeal that portion of | 


them that was particularly obnoxious, and so | 
members of all parties, or whether | 


regarded b 


they would repeal the whole of them, and pro- | 


vide for another organization, we could not tell. | 


We have discharged our duty in presenting this | 
appropriation to the House, for the purpose of | 


aying the expenses of a future Laginielitts and 
ether it will, | 


it is for the House to determine w 

or, will not, make the appropriation. 
Mr. SHERMAN. lam opposed to the amend- 

ment of my colleague. 
Mr CAMPBE L. 


I withdraw it. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I object to its withdrawal. | 


Lam opposed.to the amendment of my colleague; 
and I am astonished that on the premises which 
he gives us he can come to the conclusion which 
he: has arrived.at. He says.he believes that the. 
present, Legislative Assembly is the result of 
fraud, of force, and of corruption; and, yet. the, 
next islative Assembly of 1s can only 





Will the gen- || Legislature at its present session, has ovcratepped 


his authority, and has violated that provision of 
the Constitution which declares that no money 


'| shall be paid from the public Treasury except in 
hear what the gentleman has to say, and would || 


| pursuance of appropriations made by Congress. 


| 
| 











he. based: on. laws, which. this. same fraudulent,, 


corrupt Legislature, has enacted.. This 


House, 
at three diflerent. times.that the acts; 


1 will now embrace the opportunity of replying 
for a moment to the gentleman from Hlinois, [Mr. 
Harris.] He rises in his place and glibly talks 
about a packed committee, referring to the Kansas 
investigating committee. I was a member of that 
committee, and say that if it was packed I cer- 
tainly had no knowledge of it; and so far from its 


\| report being anticipated, no man can truly say 


that any part of that report could have been an- 
ticipated by any member. We went there to 
perform impartially aduty imposed by this House, 
and we performed i openly, boldly, and in the 
light of day. Every scrap of testimony was taken 
openly, except the testimony of/one witness, and 
that, too, in the presence of the gentleman who 


| now holds his seat here as Delegate from that 


Territory, cr his counsel. Everything was done 
were examined according to the approved rules 
of evidence. And there is not a single fact stated 
in that report which is not borne out by the tes- 
timony; and not only that, but there is not a fact 
stated in the report that has not virtually received 
the sanction of the Executive of that Territory. 

Nor is that all. The gentleman from Lllinois 
(Mr. Harris] speaks about the voice of the people 
condemning the action of that committee. » On the 
contrary, it was the action ofthat committee which 
compelled the present Administration to change its 
course. It was the action of that committee that 
compelled the removal of Governor Shannon, Lt 
was the action of that committee which caused 
the appointment of GovernorGeary. It was the 
action of that committee which relieved President 
Pierce of his present possession. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, (in his seat, 
and in a low tone of voice.) That’s.a lie, 

Mr. SHERMAN. But notonly that. I can 
say to the gentleman from Illinois. that the mes- 
sage of Governor Geary sanctioned and approved 
the leading facts stated in that report, ‘There is 
not in the English language a stronger, a more 
pointed, and more complete description of the 
state of affairs which this Administration produced 
in that Territory, than is contained in the very 
message of the last Governor sent out there; and 
let me say this: that had jt not been for the 


| appointment of Geary, and the change of policy 


by the Administration, Mr. Buchanan would not 
have been administrator de bonismon of the retiring 
President. He could not have been elected. but 
for this mutual confession of error and tardy 
change of palieg, This change was in September 
last. When the facts in-relation to Kansas had 
become known to the people through the sworn 
testimony of many witnesses; when this. House 
and the Senate had concurred in refusing supplies 


| to an illegal Legislative Assembly; when Senators 


of all parties concurred in denouncing their enact- 
ments as infamous; when civil war was starting 
into full vigor in the Territory; then, and, not till 
then, did a change take place. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
amendment. 

Mr. WHITRIELD. i move to strike out the 
word “ twenty,’’ and insert the word ** twenty- 
one,’’ I regret, Mrs Chairman, that debate 
has_arisen on an spnropristion for the ‘Territory 
of Kansas.. Since the honor of having the 
resolution, to deprive me of a) seat laid on the 


I withdraw my 
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table, I thought that the whole question was set- 


thed. TI had hoped that for the balance of the 
ression no member would endeavor to renew that 
question. Lam, however, surprised to see this 
opposition to that appropriation. 

My friend from Ohio [Mr,. Suerman] who has 
just taken his seat, seems to have indorsed the 
doctrine now being promulgated by the North, 


that Kansas is to be a free State. Then, if Kan- 
sas is to bea free State, the next Legislature there 
imust be composed of free-State men. And why, 
then, refuse to make an appropriation to pay the 
expenses of that Legislature? This appropria- 
tion 1s not to pay the expenses of the present 
Legislature, or of that which has just adjourned. 
As I remarked a few minutes ago, we had funds 
on hand sufficient to pay the expenditures of the 
last Legislature, or very nearly. ‘But the next 
Legislature will meet before Secaras does, or 
at least before Congress can make an appropria- 
tion for it. Then if so, and if we are to havea 
free-State Legislature, why propose to prevent 
this money being appropriated ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Do you believe it is to be a 
free State ? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I am perfectly willing to 
run the risk of alk these things. 
principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 
majority of free-State men be elected to the Le- 
gislature, I say ‘*amen’’to it. I do not know 
whether they will be free-State or pro-slavery 
men. 


say. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
Mr. WHITFIELD. The voice of the bona 


fide citizens of the Territory of Kansas. The 
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lt cents. 


|| upon these estimates. 
1 stand on the | 
If a} 


That depends on the voice of the peo- | 
If they be free-State, | have not a word to | 


The voice of what people ? | 


people of Kansas will clect their next Legislature | 


as they have elected the Legislatures before. I |! 


did not mean to get into a discussion with the | 
gentioman from Ohio in regard to his report. He | 


knows my opinion about that. j 
knows it. L have spoken on this floor what I 
thought about it. My friend (Mr. Suerman] 
says, however, that all the testimony was taken 
in the presence of the sitting Delegate. If so, I 
should be pleased for him to tell me when and 
where the testimony in reference to the election 
of Reeder was taken? 


Mr. SHERMAN. The only testimony on that | 


subject Was the official papers handed to the com- 
mittee peneey as the gentleman [Mr. Wuair- 
Fie_p) handed us his official papers. 


Mr. WHITFIELD. There is one thing which || 
my friend will not oa I demanded that the | 


election of Reeder should be investigated. What 
was the answer? ‘* My dear sir, if you want 
that matter investigated you must get somebody 
else to attend to it.’’ 
prise, when that report was made I found that it 
was recommended to place Reeder in the seat. 
Now I had no desire to be brought into al! this 
debate. I merely intended to state to you, as I 
stated before, that if you are satisfied that the 
next Legislature will be composed mostly of free- 
State men, you ought not to object to this appro- 
priation. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I make the point 
of order that this debate is irrelevant. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that 
the debate has assumed a latitude which the rules 
of the House do not authorize. He hopes that 
gentiemen will confine themselves to the amend- 
iment under consideration. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. 
amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I object. Iam op- 
osed to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Cansas, for the reason that I am satisfied with the 

bill as it is without that amendment. The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Suermay] has taken upon 
himself to comment upon the remarks which [ 
some moments ago submitted, and to vindicate 
the course of the committee which went to Kan- 
sas, of which he was a member. 

Mr. PERRY. I call the gentleman to order. 
He is not discussing the amendment before the 
committee, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Ilinois. The gentleman 
from Maine did not discover that gentlemen who 
have spoken on the other side were out of order. 
lam merely replying to what the gentleman from 
Ohio said about the character of this report—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I should like to 


I will withdraw my 


And yet, to my great sur- | 


The country | 
|, Legislative Sere was elected? 
tl 


|| But, sir, I will only add, t 


{| know what the report of that committee has to 


do with the amendment under consideration? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois. Why did not the 
gentleman, then, call his own friends to order? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
from Illinois has made one speech upon this sub- 
ject, and | now insist upon the question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair feels con- 
strained to rule this debate upon the Kansas report 
out of order. And he would request gentlemen 
of the committee to confine themselves to the 
question under consideration. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. Very well; I will 
confine myself to the quesuon under considera- 
tion, though what I was saying was strictly in 

reply to what had been said Z other gentlemen. 

hat the attempts of gen- 

| tlemen to make capital out of that report have 
utterly failed. 


amount of the appropriation six and a quarter 
Now, sir, there is one thing in connection 
| with this matter that [ do not exactly understand. 
| So far as I know, the Committee of Ways and 
| Means were unanimous in presenting their report 
There has not been one 
particle of objection to the items reported for the 
pay of the Governor, or judges, or to the contin- 
gent expenses, or the extraordinary expenses, of 
| the government of that Territory. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The gentleman 
is mistaken. The committee have recommended 
the striking out of the seven hundred and sixty- 
fourth and seven hundred and sixty-fifth lines 
relating to those extraordinary expenses. 

Mr. LETCHER. Very well. Take from the 
seven hundred and fifty-seventh to the seven hun- 
dred and sixtieth lines, providing for the salaries 
of the Governor, judges, and secretary, and the 
contingent expenses of the Territory. How came 
Geary to be the Governor of Kansas? Is it not 
in obedience to that organic law under which the 
Is he not 


| there in pursuance of the same authority as they 


|} are? Does he not recognize that Assembly by 
‘| his message, and by his action upon their acts, 





| 


| vetoing some and approving others? Will these 
gentlemen on the other side of va who 
_ are so Very sensitive upon this subje¢tfrecommend 
the striking out of this appropriation for the sal- 


|} aries of the Governor, judges, and contingent 


'expenses? Why this distinction? Why retuse 
to provide for the Legislative Assembly in 1858, 


ritory ? 

But, mark you, this Governor, these judges, 
and this secretary, were called into existence by 
the same power—by the President of the United 
States. You give them their salaries; but when 


was called into existence by the people, you deny 
them their salaries. 


Mr. SIMMONS. What 
Several Memsers. The 


} 
|| you come to the Legislative Assembly, which 
| 


ople? 
issourians. 


| 
1 Mr. LETCHER. The people of Kansas, ac- 


' cording to the report of your Kansas committee. 
| Have Missourians voted in any recent election ? 
| Did Missourians vote in the last congressional 


e reported that 


| have assumed the ground that the law under 
| which the election took place was invalid. 

Mr. STANTON. Inasmuch as gentlemen on 

' the Committee of Ways and Means, and genile- 
| men who are connected with the Administration 
| party in politics, are disposed to continue the de- 
rk upon the Kansas question, I am not disposed 
to help them along with this appropriation bill. 
It could scarcely be expected that the speech of 
the gentleman from Virginia would be allowed to 
pass without reply. The gentleman, it seems, is 
'at a loss to discover the difference between the 
| Governor and judges and the Legislative Assem- 
| bly of Kansas. Sir, the difference consists most 
clearly in this: that no one disputes the validity 
of the organic law of the Territory; no man dis- 
utes the power of the President to appoim the 
vernor, and no man disputes the validity of 
that appointment. 

But, sir, the first Legislative Assembly was not 
organized in ance of that organic law; and 
the question then comes up, W r this Legis- 

ve Assembly, elected not on the day appointed 


The gentleman | 


| 
} 


! 


} 


| 


and provide for the executive officers of the Ter- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Mr. LETCHER. I propose to increase the | 





| 


| 
| 


| 
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| election? It would have been far better ground | 
'| for the committee if they could haye 1 
|| the election was carried by Missourians, than to 


by the organic law, but elected in pursuance of 
regulations made by an Assembly foisted on the 
people by fraud and violence, can be a valid As. 
sembly? It has left the legislative power of the 
Territory in that condition that it cannot again be 
called into existence without the interposition of 
Congress. That I understand to be the ground 
taken by gentlemen on this side of the House, 
It is not recognized by those who hold that that 
election was a usurpation of power, that this 
Legislature had the right to provide for future 
elections, appoint judges of election, prescribe 
qualifications of voters, &c. How, then, cana 
future Legislative Assembly be elected unless in 
pursuance of the law passed by the present one, 
and such an election has no legal validity ? 

The Delegate from Kansas tells us that, not- 
withstanding Congress at the last session refused 
to make an appropriation for the present session 
of the Legislative Assembly, yet they have ap- 
plied an unexpended balance of former appropri- 
ations for that purpose. I take it for granted that 
if any such thing has been done, it has been done 
in violation of law, and that the accounting offi- 
cers will never settle any accounts for such a mis- 
application of the public money. If that is not 
done, they may apply the appropriation for the 
next Legislature to pay for the ee of the 
present one. I have no great confidence in the 
manner in which the finances of the Territory 
have been managed, if this be one of their doings, 

Mr. WHITFIELD. The organic act appro- 
priated $20,000; and at the session of 1854 another 
appropriation of $20,000 was made. After pay- 
ing the mileage oe pee diem of the membeas of 
the Legislature, and other incidental expenses, 
there was a balance of $10,000 or $15,000, which 
amount has paid the expenses of the present 
Legislature. The appropriations I have referred 
to were made in general terms, and without lim. 
itation as to time. 

Mr. STANTON. I had supposed that the 
appropriations by the organic act, and the law to 
pay the territorial expenses, were limited in point 
of time. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. They were not. 

Mr. STANTON. They must, of necessity, 
have been appropriations for the current fiscal 
year. All ourappropriations are annual. If the 
appropriations are not exhausted in the year for 
which they are made, they lapse, and if required 
have to be reappropriated. As | understand the 
gentleman, that although these appropriations for 
the Territory of Kansas have not been exhausted 
and have lapsed, yet without reappropriation the 
balance has been applied to pay the expenses of 
the present Legislature. It is a misapplication 
of the public funds. They had no right to do 


it. 
Mr. LETCHER withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
committee rise. [Cries of *‘ No!’’] If this dis- 
cussion is to go on, I must insist on the motion. 
The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

r. HARRIS, of Maryland. I move that the 
committee take a recess until seven o’clock this 
evening. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That cannot be 
d 


one. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the 
motion may be entertained. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The committee 
cannot take a recess without the order of the 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is not clear on 
the point, but he understands that it has been 
done before. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I am unaware of 
any such practice. It is the House that gives 
consent to the committee to take a recess. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. If we remain in com- 
mittee, and without discussion dispose of the 
amendment of the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, [Mr. Tarpan,] we can then finish the bill 
in a short while, and be ready to report it to the 
House. I hope, th at the gentleman will 
withdraw his motion earecess. Let usg0 
on with the bill. lam for giving the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means every 
——- in my power to get the appropriation bills 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland is notim order. It 
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would require a suspension of the rules in. the | 
House to take a recess, and the committee cannot || 
entertain any such motion to suspend the rules. | 
When the committee have taken a recess hereto- || 
fore, they have gone into the House and obtained | 
ermission to do so. : 
Mr. HOUSTON. Let us remain in committee 
and goon with the bill. We can go through with | 
it in twenty minutes. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I withdraw my | 
motion with the undersgqpding that the vote is to | 
be at once taken on nda amendment. | 
The CHAIRMAN. he geftleman can with- | 
draw his motion, but not with any condition at- | 
tached to it that can be regarded by the Chair. | 
Mr. WAKEMAN demanded tellers on Mr. } 
Tarpan’s amendment. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. GREENWoop | 
and CHAFFEE were appointed. | 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 
—ayes 67, noes 59. | 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am instructed | 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to offer 
| 


the following amendment: 


Strike out lines seven hundred and sixty-four and seven 
hundred and sixty five, under the head of ‘‘ Territory of 
Kansas,” as follows : 

« Por the extraordinary expenses of the executive office, 

000.” 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iam informed, that while 
I was speaking a few moments ago, a member of 
this House used, in regard to me,an opprobrious | 
epithet—a member sitting on the other side of the || 
House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio | 
can make no personal explanation but by com- 
mon consent, as it is interrupting the regular 
order of business. 

Mr. BURNETT. I do not suppose the gen- 
tleman is in order, whether what he says is so or 
net. But the gentleman to whom he refers is not 
in his seat. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I did not hear the remark, 
but | am told that it was made. As the member 
to whom I refer is absent, | can now say no more. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, offered the following 
amendment: 


After the word ‘* thousand,” in line eight hundred and 
fifty-seven, insert the words “ five hundred,” so that the 
clause shail read: ‘ For incidental expenses of the several 
land offices, $15,500.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I offer the fol- | 


| 
| 


lowing amendment upon my individual responsi- 
bility: 

After line eight hundred and seventy-one, insert: 

For the construction and erection of suitable cases to 
receive the collections of the United States exploring expe- 
dition and others in geology, mineralogy, &c., belonging to 
the United States, now ia the Patent Office, and elsewhere 
in Washington, §15.000. 

For the expense of transporting those collections, and 
the permanent arrangement of the cases, $2,000. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is that amendment in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair is inclined to 
think that it is not in order. 

Mr. MORGAN. On what ground does the 
Chairman decide it to be out of order? Itis clearly 
in order, 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
will reconsider that decision. 





The CHAIRMAN. The Chair misa se 


hended the case when the amendment was offered . | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Thousands and | 
tens of thousands of dollars have been expended 
in bringing these various curiosities from ex- | 
ploring expeditions here; and yet they are now, | 
for want of proper system, perfectly worthless. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
where the cases are to be put? It would take a 
house to hold $15,000 worth of cases—— 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object to all debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair withdraws 
his former decision, and holds the amendment to 

in order, 

_Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for a di- 
vision. This.is nothing but to make appropri- 
ations for the Smithsonian Institution. 

Mr. GREENWOOD demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Green 
woop and Sace were appointed. ; 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
—ayes 95, noes 26. 

amendme 


So the nt was agreed'to. 


THE CO 


|| iture unavoidable. 


| of the inclosure for plants, &c. 
| by the Committee on Public Buildings and 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


I hope the Chair || 





Mr. GOODE. I offer the following amend- || 
ment to come in after line eight hundred and || 


eighty-one: 

To pay for the furniture of the district court-room of the | 
eastern district of Virginia, heretofore purchased by the 
marshal of that district, $249. 

1 would state that these expenses were incurred 
under circumstances which 1endered the expend- 
The accounts have been cer- 


| tified by the judge and district attorney, and were 


presented to the Secretary of the Interior, who 
stated in a letter addressed to me that it was a 


ing law required the application to be made to 
him before the expenses were incurred. The cir- 
cumstances wer€ such as to require instantaneous 
action on the part of the marshal. I hope the 
committee will find no difficulty in directing the 
payment. 
fr. STANTON. I rise toa question of order. 

I take this to be a private claim. 

Mr.GOODE. The amendment, sir,is germane, 
for it is to a provision to pay the expenses of | 
circuit courts. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


Let it go. Itis 


Mr. STANTON. 
order, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BALL. I move the following amendment: 


In line eight hundred and ninety-two, strike out the word 
* sixteen.’’? and insert the word “ cighteen ;°? and in line 


I withdraw my point of 


all right. | 
} 


eight hundred and ninety-three, strike out ** $9,600,” and | 


insert ‘ $10,800;°° so as to make the clause read: 

For compensation of eighteen laborers employed in the 
public grounds and President’s garden, #10,800. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands 
that this amendment makes a change in the ex- 
isting law. 

Mr. BALL. Not at all; it only increases the 
number of laborers. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it increases the 
number, then I insist it is out of order. 


Mr. BALL. The necessity for the amendment | 


arises out of the fact of the proposed enlargement 


Grounds to report an amendment to the miscel- 
laneous bill for enlarging those grounds, which 
will require an additional number of hands. 

The question being upon Mr. Batu’s amend- 
ment, 


Mr. GREENWOOD demanded tellers. 
.Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasn- 
BURNE, Of Illinois, and FLorence,were appointed. 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE, _ 


839 








— _—— 


and much less now, when a part of the bridge 


has been carried away. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The draws have 
not been carried away. The draws have to be 


opened as regelarly now as ever, 


Mr. STANTON. Nobody can go across the 
bridge anyhow; and I should like to know why 
the draws should not be kept open altogether? 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded tel! 


i- 


| ers. 


just claim and should be paid, but that the exist- | 


ti 


| 


| 


| 


| 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


—ayes 87, noes 37. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to strike 
out the appropriation for a watchman for the 
buildings used as Government stables. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am opposed to that 


| amendment, and call for a vote upon it. 
Ihave moved this | 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
amendment to show the disposition there is to 
multiply employés. 
building for a stable but you must have some- 
body to watch it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ion upon that amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest that the 
gentleman let the amendment go, and have a vote 
upon it in the House. Do not let us break up the 
committee. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would inquire 
of the Chair whether, if there is less than a quo- 
rum, this is a committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is not. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then, if there is 
a quorum present to vote, there will be no break- 
ing up of the committee. 

r. FLORENCE. | call for tellers, so that we 
may not be without a quorum. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE moved that the committee 
rise. 

‘The motion was di ed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to strike out the fol- 
lowing: ' 

For compensation of four draw-keepers at the Potomac 
bridge, and for fuel, oil, and lamps, $3,:66.~ 

There never was any propriety, in my judg- 
ment, that we should pay for these draw-keepers, 


I call for a divis- 


You cannot even have a| 
|| increase.”? \ Agreed!” “Agreed ”’ on all sides } 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Denver and 


Roserts were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported 


—-ayes 90, noes 33. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am directed by 


the Comnfittee of Ways and Means to report the 


following amendment, to come in at the end of 
the bill as an additional section: 
“Ind be it further enacted, That the provisions of the 


twenty-cighth section of an act entitled, “An act making 


appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the 


Government, for the year ending the 30th of June, 1856, and 
| for other purposes,” approved 3d March, 1855, be, and the 


same arehereby, extended for the term of two years. 
An appropriation was made for the purpose of 


| employing Mr. Powers, an artist, to execute some 


work for the Capitol. He is, as everybody knows, 
abroad in a foreign country, and the contract has 
not been executed. The purpose of this amend- 
ment is simply to save the appropriation, prevent 
it from going back into the surplus fund, and keep 


| italive, with a view to the execution of the original 


intention of the law. The Committee of Ways 
and Means were unanimously in favor of it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. LANE. I would inquire of my friend, 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, if it is understood that the adeumanaias [ 
offered fora similar purpose as that for which 


| he offered his last amendment, is adopted? 





, || it acted upon by the committee: 
I am instructed 


j 


| 
} 


| 
| 


| 
it 


i 








| 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. It was understood 
that the amendment of the gentleman should be 
reserved, that he should offer it again, and have 
If it be simply 
to prevent an appropriation from going into the 
surplus fund, I suppose there will be no objection 
to it, 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

And he it further enacted, That the persons having claims 
for services rendered and expenses incurred in the Cayuse 
war, who failed to present them within the time preseribed 
by law, shall be entitled to receive payment thereof na 


| though the same had been presented within the time pre- 


scribed by law, to be paid out of the unexpended appropria- 
tion heretofore made for the payment of such services and 
expenses, including the claim of Mr. Goodwin for services 
as clerk to Governor Gaines while acting as Cayuse war 
commissioner. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. Chairman, I give notice 


of my purpose, and ask leave to publish the re- 
marks touching the subject of appropriations for 
the Territory of Utah, and which I would have 
made had it been in order upon my proposed 
amendment, with the privilege, according to Utah 
parlance, of ** temporal expansion and spiritual 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
Committee do now rise and report the bill to the 
House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Nicuoxs reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bill 
(No. 606) making appropriations for the legisla- 
tive, executive, and judicial expenses of Govern- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1858, 
and had directed him to report the same to the 
House with eundry amendments, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move the pre- 
vious question on the bill. 1 desire to say that I 
am anxious to have an evening session. [‘* No! 
No!’’] Itis absolutely necessary. | suggest that, 
by common consent, we have the previous ques- 
tion ordered upon this bill to-night, with the un- 
derstanding that we take the vote in the morning 
upon the amendments. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. ee? 

Mr.“-WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the House adjourn. 
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PAPERS WITHDRAWN, 
On motion of Mr. BOCOCK, it was 


Ordered, ‘That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
Court of Claims the papers in the case of Commodore Fox- 
all Parker, for the purpose of presentation in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, it 
was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of John Strang- 
han, tor the purpose of reference to the Court of Claims. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a letier from the Secretary of | 


the Treasury, submitting estimates for additional 


appropriations for light-house purposes, for the | 


year ending 30th June, 1858; which was referred 


to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- | 


dered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLS. 
resolution, for the purpose of reference ore 
to print extra copies of the report of the Smith- 
sonian Institute. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Illinois. 
to adjourn is pending, and | call for a vote upon 
it, 

The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 
cordingly (at five o’clock and thirteen minutes) 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


THE CONGRESS 


| arate vote on the thirteenth amendment. 


|| the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 90; as follows: 
I ask leave Yo introduce a || 


My motion | 


The Clerk then completed the reading of the 
amendments. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked for separate 
votes on the twelfth and fifteenth amendments. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, asked for a sep- | 


The question was taken on the other amend- | 


ments collectively; and they were concurred in. | 
| ‘The question recurred on the twelfth amend- || 


ment as follows: 


Suike out the following clause : 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000, (for Kansas Territory.) 

Mr. KELSEY called for the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered, 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Benson, Bil- 


| linghurst, Binguam, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, 


Butfinton, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 


Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, | 


Cragin, Cumback, Daturell, Timothy Davis, Dean, De Witt, 


| Dick, Dicksou, Dodd, Dann, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, 
| Galloway, Granger, Robert B. Llall, Harlan, Haven, Hodges, 


Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kel- 


oe Fase c r , r of ane 1 | ° 
sey, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Kil ‘| construe the law in that manner, but has sug- 


lian Miller, Miliward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill,Mott, Mur- 
ray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Perry, Pettit, Pike, 


| Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 


Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stran- 
ahan, ‘Tappan, ‘Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Wade, 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
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| if the Chair has 


February 24, 


ee ee 


COMPENSATION OF NEW MEMBERS, 
Mr. HAVEN. In behalf ofseveral young and 


enterprising members of the House, I ask unap-. 





|| imous consent to offer the following resolution, 


which is a matter of some consequence to the 


| Sergeant-at-Arms in making up the accounts of 
| these members: 


Resolved, That in making up the accounts of members 
elected to fill vacancies in this House forthe Thirty Fourth 


| Congress, the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to compute 


their salaries from the day on which their predecessors re- 
spectively ceased to be mem whether by death, resig- 
nation, or by a vote of the ; and that the Speaker 


| issue his certificate igpaccordauce with this construction 


of the law. 


Mr. FLAGLER. I object. 

Mr. HAVEN. While I have no interest what- 
ever in the matter, I move to suspend the rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. ould it be in 
order to inguire of the Chair whether he has con- 
strued the law in accordance with this resolu- 


| tion? 


The SPEAKER. No debate is.in order. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to know 
iven that construction? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has declined to 
gested to the Sergeant-at-Arms that the matter 
ought to be determined by the House. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to ask the 
Chair if he would be governed in his construction 


burne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—92. 
NAYS—Messrs. Akers, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley 8. | 
; Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Broom, John P. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, | 
| Cox, @raige, Crawitord, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter || 
| Davis, Jacob C. Davis, Day, Denver, Dowdell, Edmund- || 


| son, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Flor- 


by a bare resolution of the House in opposition 
to the law? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. HAVEN. Iwill say that if the rules are 
suspended I shall say a very few words in expla- 
nation of the resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, called for the yeas 


Twespay, February 24, 1857. 
The House met at eleven o’clock,a. m. Prayer 
MY the Chaplain, Rev. Daniet Watpo. 
“he Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 


EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL 





BILL. ence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Garnett, | ond nays 
a ; > . | Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris . 
ave}: The SPEAKER stated the question to be upon || Pjomas L. Harris, Hoffinan, Houston, Jewett, George W. || The yeas and nays were ordered. 


agreeing to the amendments reported from the | 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union | 
to the bill of the House (No. 606) making appro- 
: priations for the legislative, executive, and judi- 
hi cial expenses of the Government for the year 


Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kennett, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, | 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humpbrey Marshall, Samuel 8. | 
| Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, MeQueen, Smith Miller, 
Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Pur- | 
|| year, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Ruffin, Savage, Seward, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 104, nays 76; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Alien, Ball, Benson, Billing- 
hurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, 


9 OTRO OES FE Et > na cap ma eae 
anise a ee 


| Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stewart, | Pranche Byoom, Jona F. Campbell, Lawis D. annel, 
y . Pe - | oe ae "Pn ep Toe ie, foil Walle ‘aruthers, Ezra Clar “lawson, Clingman rawfor 
ending the 30th of June, 1858, upon which the |) Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, Vail, Valk, _ ? rene - M 2 . ’ 
. co Ried ed hada sidered P || Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, || Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Jacob C. Davis, Timothy 
. ae Main quession Hag been ordered. || Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wrigl Davis, Denver, De Witt, Durice, Edwards, Eustis, Evans 
; > | iliams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, ; . 9 ’ 
: m Mr. EDIE. I think there is no quorum here; || and Zolticofter—90. Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, ‘Thomas J, 


and I move that there be a call of the House. | S : 
* -m ’ . . e i . B J 
The SPEAKER. The main question has been adhe: penn rt was concurred in 
ordered to be now put, and a motion for a call of |) +ALLOV , 3 : 
the House is not therefore in order. ‘The Clerk || Mr. GALLO A voted thet Br. Casares hat 
| 


' : ; yaired off with Mr. Pea ‘ 
will read the amendments; and the question will | Mr WAKEM AN saad ile PELTon was 
be taken at once upon all amendments on which | ae in alee "es 


conmuned ata aie tek enlaed | confined to his room by illness. | 
e e od. 


D. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Harrison, Haven, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Jew- 
ett, Keily, Kennett, Kidwell, Knight, Lake, Lindley, Mace, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8, 
Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Moore, Morrill, Morrison, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Paine, Parker, Peck, 
Pennington, Pettit, Porter, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Rob- 
bins, Rust, Sabin, Sage, Scott, Seward, Fiosser, Bimmons, 3 





senleain sa at Pg POR 
ss a SR: on 7 
ATT, AER 











} Mr. WHEELER stated that if he had been in |; Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, 
im » he Clerk then proceeded to read the amend- | : : : . Swope, Taylor, Thurston, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walker. 
1 ; & ments. | ~ eee 7 aaa have see against Warner, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Tatkins, 
% When the following amendment was read: ee ae re dehiclency Sill appropri- || Watson, Whitney, Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, Dan- 
+ || ating money to purchase books for members. || niel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—104. 
, e Add to the clause, “ For binding twenty-four copies of || He would now vote ** no.’’ | . on Aa moments conte 8. oe 
» sssional Glot i Appendix for eact embe ar ; . radshaw, Brenton, Buflinton, Burlingame, Burnett, Jam 
= wkd Delegate of the first session of the Thirty-Pitth Con, || _ +2 question recurred on the thirteenth amend- || 7, Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Chaffee, Williamson’ R. W. 
i 2 gress, $16,657 92,”’ the following : || ment, as follows: Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Cullen, Cum- 
i * Provided, That no greater price shall be paid for the | Strike out the words “ For extraordinary expenses of the || *¢ks om Day, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dowdell, 
1 oume than soma cone for each volume or part actually || executive office, $6,000,” (for Kansas Territory.) — oe greed gi yg my bel 
. at en 7 . aide Wh | Mr. GREENWOOD called for tellers. ton, Hughston, George W. Jones, Kelsey, King, Knapp, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said: hen that Tell = dered: and M G Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, McQueen, 
tion w jer consideration yesterday, || 4 Gyo vn Rne MEESSTS. SAREENWOOD |) Kitlian Millet, Smith Miller, Millson, M Mott, Mur 
4 tn Committee of the Whole on the state of the || *4,Houtoway were appointed. | ray, Orr, Perry, Plielps, Powell, Pringle, iticaud, Ritchie, 
? Talel. 1 sated ‘ wpen the éuthority of thé Saper- || The House divided; and the tellers reported— || Ruffin, Sapp, Sherman, William Smith, ‘Talbott, Tappan, 
ee ‘ , oa ae y r — I ayes forty-seven, noes not counted. Thorington, Tyson, Underwood, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 
intendent of Public Printing, who was here in || d - . walader C. Washburne, Wheeler, and Wood—76. 
i 4 the Hall, that the publisher of the Globe bound | So the amendment was non-contyrreg in. So tl 1 ded, ( hird 
7 .* : . : , oO the rules were not suspended, (two thirds 
' a the copies which were furnished to the Senate. || The question recurred on the fifteenth amend- oe : 
= fam informed by the publisher that he has || ment, 08 follows: vo Bs ah ba fe ap 
: i or the construction and erection of suitable cases to re- 
' eee Santo met aather 6 = me mages or 1 ceive tle collections of the United States exploring expedi- Mr. GALLOWAY stated that Mr. Pearce 
a the house, ‘made the statement on the aUthor- || tions, and others, in geology, mineralogy, &c., belonging to || was still absent, but that his pair with Mr, Caskig 
‘i ity — Superintendent of Public Printing, and | the United States, — in the Patent Office, and elsewhere || had ceased. 
t = wish to correct it now. in Washington, $15,000 ; : . 
ie © Mr. NICHOLS. The statement of the gen- || For the expenses of the transfer of these collections, and Mr, READY stated that his colleague, - 
"4 tleman from Tennessee is correct the permanent arrangement of the cases, $2,000. Sweep, was detained from the House by indis- 
* Mr, CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Very well; then || Mr. JONES, of Tennesseo, Task for the yeas || POVMOR | oon os ted that he was absentat- 
i 3 the amendment ought to be voted down, and nays. tending to important business of his constituents 
: } Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, I think the amend- || The yeas and nays were not ordered, hafoanes one of the De tments this morning. 
it . ment, as itis, ought to go in,as it is for thepay- || The nT was taken; and the amendment!’ ne had been resent he should have voted no” 
he i in. : . oo 
a ment of those actyally bound. was concurred in on the amendment to strike out, the appropriation 
4 F Mr. PHELPS. I think the amendment had The bill was ordered. to be engrossed.and read relativa.to Kansas 
mm better he concurred in, because the Congressional | a third. time; and being engrossed, it was accord- coir’ 
a Gubkeed Anadixen vad be ie ea licen hone UNIFORM COINAGE. 
= » bers, who choose to leave the numbers to which Me. McMULLIN called for the yeasand aays The. SP ER announced, that reports were 
y they are entitled in the Globe office for that pur- || on the passage of the bill. now, in order from the Committee of Ways and 
7 ; pose. T have been in the habit of roonl¥ing, SY The yeas and nays were not ordered. eans. ’ . ; 
twenty-four copies of the Congressional Globe || The question was taken; and the hill was Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee of Ways 
d nd h 
i ad and Appendix, at the public expense. [f|| passed. . : a » feported back Senate joint resolution 
; { members choose to receive their numbers inthe || Mr, CAMPBEL (No. to provide for ancertaun the relative 
form in which they come fi rinting office, || sider the vote by value ofthe coi of the United States and 
A of coum, they not bound, : iment || also moyed to lay Great Bitain, ‘andor aos ee 
} 8 ; : latter 
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1857. 


appointment of a commissioner to arrange the 
respective value of the coinage of the United 
States and Great Britain, and to establish a uni- 
tary standard. for coinage. 


The Committee of Ways and Means reported 


an amendment, fixing the compensation of the | 


commissioner at $5,000, 

Mr. PHELPS. This resolution explains it- 
self. ‘There are but two propositions contained 
in it. There has been a movement upon the part 
of distinguished men in Great Britain for the 
purpose of adopting the deciraai. system of coin- 
age. It has been a. matter of investigation in 
Parliament. 
who unanimously recommended to Parliament 
that the decimal system of coinage should be 
adopted. For the purpose of having the coinage 


| 

. 

of the two countries exactly commensurable, it 
is, perhaps, important that we should adopt some | ; 

It is || consent of the House to make a personal explana- 


common standard of value in our coins. 
yroposed, therefore, that a commissioner shall | 
be appointed by the Government of the United | 
States to confer with a commissioner upon the | 
part of the Government of Great Britain, and | 
that this commissioner shall make his recom- | 
mendations to the next Congress. 
matter will be entirely before Congress, and his 
recommendations can be adopted or not, as may 
be thought one But meanwhile, as a move- 
ment has taken place in the British Parliament to 
bring about so desirable an object, it is proper 
that this commissioner should be appointed. 

Mr. TYSON. I propose to offer an amend- 


ment by inserting in the seventh line the words | 


‘‘on the decimal basis.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
I do not deem it necessary, however; for nocom- 
missioner representing this Government would 
ever entertain a proposition to change our decimal 
system of coinage, which several of the Govern- 
ments of Europe have adopted, and the British 
Government is now proposing to do. 1 demand 
the previous question. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 


| 
ees 
man from Missouri to withdraw the previous | 
question for a moment. | 

| 


Mr. PHELPS. 
nation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand the 
gentleman from Missouri to say that it is not in 
contemplation that our standard: 


I will withdraw it for expla- 


of decimal coin- 


age can be altered in any event. If, therefore, the | 
Government of Great Britain sces fit to adopt our | 


system, let them do it. I can see no object to be 
gained by the appointment of this commissioner, 
unless it is proposed to change our system, and 


to adopt that of some othercountry, which I would | 


in no event consent to. 

Mr. PHELPS. There is no proposition to 
abolish or change our system of coinage. The 
gentleman has presented an argument in favor of 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr. Tyson.} I Seiend the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was taken on Mr. Tyson’s 
amendment; and it was agreed to. 


The amendment of the Committee of Ways.| 


and Means was then agreed to. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Ido not see why 
the provisions of this bill should not be made to 


apply to the remajning nations of the world as | 


wellas England. 
The joint resolution was ordered to be read a 
one time; and it was accordingly read the third 


e. 

Mr. PHELPS demanded the previous question 
on the passage of the resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 


Operation thereof the resolution was passed— 
ayes 102, noes 36, 


Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was pagsed; and also moved 
that the metion to reconsider be laid upon the 


e, 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE, 


- DAVIS, of. aryland 1a, Lam directe tal § 
ihe Comuiag of rays, and Means. to. — 


Then the | lowing: 
“Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee, (in his. seat, and in alow | 


THD CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


The resolution was.read. It provides for the I 


bill to remit and refund duties to the merchants 
|| of New York upon goods destroyed in the ori- 
'| ginal packages by the fire of 1845, and to request 
| that it be put upon its passage, The bill was 
| read a first and second time by its title, and it 
| was then read in extenso. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 


|| Mr. SHERMAN. Mg. Speaker, I rise to a 
|| question of privilege. I notice in the officiai re- 
|| port of our proceedings of yesterday, as published 
| in the Globe just laid on our tables, that the fol- 
| lowing language is attributed toa member from 

Tennessee, as aving been made in the midst of 








j 
i] 
It was examined hy a committee, } Oe on the Kansas amendment. 


he SPEAKER. The Chair does not. under- 


|| Stand a report of the proceedings of the House in 


| the Globe to involve a matter of rivilege; but it 
| may involve a matter of personal explanation. 
Mr, SHERMAN. Then I ask the unanimous 
tion. 
| Mr, BURNETT. I will not object, if the gen- 
| tleman from Tennessee is in his seat. 
| Several Memsers. He is present. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I find in the Globe the fol- 


| tone of voice.) That’s a lie.*? 


, 
|| Lwish now that the gentleman from Tennessee 
‘| may say whatever he desires, to with regard to 
|| that remark, whether he is or not correctly re- 
|| ported, and whether he did use the language 
| attributed to him? 
Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
| in using the language which [ am reported to have 
|} used on yesterday, with regard to the statement 
|| made by the member from Ohio, I meant no dis- 
respect to this House. I believed at the time, 
I} aa I now believe, that the statement made by 
|| that gentleman was untrue. I have no more to 


stances, but little tosay. This remark was made 
in.so low a tone that it was not, and could not, 
be heard in this part of the Hall, L submit 
whether this fact does not show that this language 
was used under cover, so that I could not know 
it. Before I was informed of what was said, the 
member left the House. Sir, it js the language 


j 


drunkenness, and needs only to be stated to be 
| despised. The remark made to-day shows that 
the member, whether drunk or sober, is not en- 
titled to the notice of a gentleman, 
|| The SPEAKER. The Chair is, of the opinion 
| that the gentleman is not in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iwill say one word more. 
I supposed that it was, only necessary to call the 
attention of that, member, with whom my rela- 
tions heretofore, though not intimate, had been 
|| kindly, to the remark I have read, to call forth 
from him a manly retraction. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of ‘Tennessee, took the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can only 
proceed by unanimous consent, 

Several Memsers. There is no objection. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Tennessee. I cannot of 
course be expected to bandy epithets with the 
gentleman from Ohio until he relieves himself 
from the imputation which I think has been cast 
upon him. This is all | have to say, 


GOODS DESTROYED BY FIRE-——AGAIN. 


Mr. DENVER. I offer the following amend- 
ment to the bill just reported from the Committee 
of Ways and Means: 

Add as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act 
shall be applied to the city and port of San Francisco as 
nearly as may be: Provided, That the amount allowed for 
the same shall not exceed the sum of $500,000, in addition 
to that already herein appropriated. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mar Hans, Mr. Speaker, I 
desire merely to make a brief explanation of the 
objects of this bill, and then to submit it to the 
consideration of the House, The bill only pro- 











} vides for the refunding of duties for goods de- 
stroyed in the original packages upon a particular 


} 
j 


day in the city of New York. 


s far back as 1790 a law was passed by Con- 
gress to relieve a particular individual from duties 
under analogous cireumstances. Another law 


was passed for the relief of a particular individual 
in teas third bill ena patpesl in 12081 0- 





say. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Ihave, under the circum- | 


of blackguardism, induced by excitement and | 
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visions of which are almost identical with the one 
now reported, for the relief of persons in New 
York for damages by the fire of 1845. The law 
of 1854 makes a general provision allowing the 
Secretary of the Treasury to refund or remit du- 
ties in all cases on gopus which may be destroyed 
on bond in the public or in private warehauses 
of the United States, This law is intended to 
relieve persons who suffered in a particular fire 
in 1845. The amount to be appropriated is lim- 
ited to $300,000. There is no appropriation of 
money in the bill. The amount of the certificates 
is to paid within one year from their dates, 
out of money hereafter to be appropriated for it. 
These are all the remarks I desire to make upon 
the bill which has been reported by the com- 
mittee. 

As to the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from California, no details have been sub- 
mitted to the committee upon which they could 
take the responsibility of reporting a provision 
for that case. If the rom shall see fit to incor- 
porate it into the bill, it is, of course, a matter to 
which I shall interpose no difficulty. Lask the 
previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 
man from Maryland to withdraw his call for the 
previous question to answer a question which I 
desire to propound to him? I should, be glad to 
have the opportunity to add some remarks, but 
thatis precluded, I desire to know how this bill 
gets here? How is it that the House has not 

een able to get a copy of the bill for its exam- 
ination, for I believe there is but ong copy of the 
bill in the House? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, The bill was di- 
rected to be reported by the Committee of Ways 
and Means; and the bill which they have re- 
ported was printed months ago in the shape of 
an amendment reported from the Committee on 
Commerce. The bill reported is in the precise 
words reported hy the Committee gn Commerce. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, I have not hada 


prey of it, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. The bills are in 
the document room. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. No, sir. I senta 
pase to the document room, and the report he 

rought back was that there ig no. hill, of that 
sort. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lrise to a point of order, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I believe there is 
an appropriation in this bill, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to know of. the 
gentleman from Maryland if this bill was, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. f am not aware 
that it was, ‘There was a memorial on this sub- 
ject referred to them. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Task for such evidence of 
the reference of the bill as may exist. If there 
is none, | say—and this is my point of order-— 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have no 
right, no authority, to report the bill, unless it 
has been referred to them. 

Mr, DAVIS, of Maryland. I submit thatii is 
too late for the gentleman to make that objection. 

The SPEAKER. No papers are reported with 
the bill—nothing but the bill itself. 

Mr. PHELPS. “I merely desire to say that 
for three weeks past I have been so unwell, as 
to be barely able to be here three or four days 
during that time. [ wasa little astonished myself 
when this bill was reported from the conmitiee; 
for L had no knowledge of its reference there, or 
of any action of the committee on it. Iam well 
aware that a bill of this kind was acted upon by 
the Committee on Commerce, and by a vote 
of the House referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, I ask the gentle- 
man from Maryland to withdraw his demand for 
the previous question, to enable me to explain. 
A memorial from the merchants of New York 
who suffered from the fire was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, The subject 
was before the committee at several meetings, 
during the sickness of my callengne from Mis- 
souri, and it was finally acted on this morning. 

In addition, [ would simply nye that itis a bill 
which passed the Senate during the last Congress 
by a very large majority, and came within two 
votes Of carrying two tie Coearehtt House. It 
is now reported from the C ttee, of Ways 
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and Means, and I hope the House will come to 
a vote upon it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
previous question, 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 1 wish to say one 
word to the gentleman from Maryland. He 
stated that no appropriation was made in the bill. 
If the gentleman will advert to the bill, he will 
find that there is an appropriation made. [ will 
read the fourth section. It is as follows: 

Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, with as little delay as prac- 
ticable, to examime the testimony taken besore the said 
commission from time to time, as the same shall be returned 
to him; to compare the same with the said statement and 
adjudication of said commissioners, and to signify to them 
his approval or disapproval of the claim, in whole or in part, 
as he shall deem just; and as soou as said determination of 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall be made known to the 





I insist upon the 


said commissioners, if ithe favorable to the claims, in whole | 


or in part, they shall issue to each claimant whose claim is | 


eo approved a certificate signed by them, and stating the 


amount of duties which the claimant is entitied to have | 


refunded or remitted to him according to the provisions of 


| 


this act, which said certificate shall entitle the person or | 


persons named therein, or the legal holder thereof, to be 
paid the sum also named therein, out of any moneys in the 
Treasury which may be appropriated therefor, upon pre- 
sentation of the said certificate at the Treasury of the Uni- 
ed States within one year froin its date, &c. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. That makes no 


appropriation. 
The SPEAKER. The language of the bill, as 


read by the gentleman from Virginia, does not | 


make an appropriation. 
priation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 
quesuon. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I desire a moment to ex- 
plain away an erroneous impression which seems 
to have been made. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Maryland withdraw the call for the previous 
question? 

Mr. DAVIS,of Maryland. Ido not. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Maryland another question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is itin order to move to 
lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. Itis. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I submit that mo- 
tion, and call the yeas and nays upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 72, nays 115; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Bowie, Boycey Branch, 
Bullinton, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caskie, Cling- 
man, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Cox, Craige, Craw 


ford, Cumback, Vainrell, Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, Dow- 
dell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliou, Emrie, Florence, Garnett, 


It excludes an appro- 


I call the previous 


Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, Hoffman, Hol- | 


loway, liouston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Kun- 
kel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Max- 
well, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, Orr, Perry, Phelps, 
Powell, Puryear, Quitman, R 

Savage, Scout, William Smith, William R. Smith, Stanton, 
Stewart, ‘Talbott, Taylor, Todd, Vail, Walker, Warner, 
Watkins, Winslow, Wood, and Zollicoffer—72. 

NAYS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Henry Bennett, 
Benson, Biliinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Broom, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Comins, Covode, os Henry Winter Davis, Day, 
Dean, Denver, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, 
Edie, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Foster, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, 
Granger, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, 
Haven, flerbert, Hodges, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B: 
Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey Kennett King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter Lindley, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
Killian Miller, Mil:ward, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Morrison, 
Mon, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Paine, Peck, Pennington, 
Peuit, Pike, Pringle, Robbins, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stranahan, Swope, Ti n, 
Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Tyson, Underwood, Vaik, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Etlihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn 
Watson, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Woodru 
Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright—115. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was taken on Mr. Denver’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being e , it was accord- 
ing, read the third time. — : 
r. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved the previous 
question on the of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 


main 
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eady, Ricaud, Roberts, Ruffin, | 
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Mr. PHELPS called for the yeas and nays on 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 86; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Akers, Albright, Ball, Henry Bennett, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, 
Brenton, Broom, Burlingame, James UH. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Coinins, Co- 
vode, Cragin, Henry Wiuter Davis, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Edie, Edwards, Eth- 
eridge, Eustis, Evans, Fiagler, Foster, Ueury M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, Granger, Robert B. 
Hall, Harrison, Haven, Hodges, Thomas R. Horton, Valen- 
tine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, Kennett, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, 
Matteson, Killian Miller, Millward, Moore, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Paine, Peck, 
Pennington, Petit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Robbins, Roberts, 
Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Sherman, Simmous, Spinner, Strana- 
han, a Taorington, Thurston, Trafton, Tyson, Valk, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Wasliburne, 
Eilihu B. Washburne, tsrael Washburn, Watson, Whit- 
ney, Williams, Woodruff, and Woodworth—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bo- 
cock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Buflinton, Burnett, Cadwal- 
ader, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Cox, Craige, Crawtord, Cullen, Cumback, Damrell, 
Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Ed- 
mundson, Elliott, Emrie, Faulkner, Florence, Goode, 
Greenwood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, Sampson W. [larris, 
Herbert, Hofiman, Holloway, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Kunkel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, 
Alexander K. Marshall, Hunplhrey Marshall, Maxwell, 
McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Packer, Perry, 
Phelps, Powell, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ri- 
caud, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Scott, Sainuel A. Smith, Wil- 
liam Sinith, William R. Smith, Stanton, Stewart, Swope, 
Talbott, Taylor, Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Weils, 
Wheeler, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 
Zollicoffe r—86. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. MORGAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion was agreed to. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. QUITMAN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Barkspace, had been compelled by illness to leave 
the House. 


REFERENCE OF EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have been di- 
rected by the Committee of Ways and Means to 
ask that certain communications from the Execu- 
tive Departments be printed and referred to that 
committee. . 

It was so ordered. 


STATE STOCKS. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, reported a bill directing 
the investment of moneys in stocks of such States 
as have provided a sinking fund for the redemp- 
tion thereof, and the application of the interest 
accruing thereon; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


PREVENTION OF COUNTERFEITING. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, also reported back a 
joint resolution (S. No. 53) to prevent the coun- 
terfeiting of the coins of the United States, with 
an amendment, as follows: 

Strike out the word “instructed” and insert the word 
* authorized ;’’ so as to make the resolution read : 

Resolved, That the Secreiary of the Treasury be author- 
ized to cause inquiry to be made by two competent com- 
missioners into the process and means claimed to have 
been discovered by J. 8. Barclay for preventing the abra 
sion, counterfeiting, and deterioration of the coins of the 
United States, &e. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The amendment 
merely leaves the matter discretionary with the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I move the previous 
question. , 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was first.taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was ordered to be 
read a third time, and was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. ? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved to recon- 
sider the vote fF which the resolution was passed, 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


CHANGES OF REFERENCE. 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, it was 
Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
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discharged from the further consideration of a communica. 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior inclosing plans for q 
| structure for that Department ; and that it be reterred to the 
| Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 
| On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, it 
| was 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
| discharged from the further consideration of the memoria} 
| of the Legislature of New Mexico, asking for a grant of 
| lands in aid of the education of the people of said Territory ; 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, also asked that 
_ the Committee of Ways and Means be discharged 
| from the consideration of the memorial of a thou- 
‘sand merchants of the city of Philadelphia; and 
, that it be referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
It was so ordered. 


IOWA AND MINNESOTA RAILROAD BILL. 


| 
| Mr. THORINGTON. I now call up the mo- 
| tion to reconsider the vote whereby a bill (H.R, 
No. 317) granting lands to the State of Jowa and 
to the Territory of Minnesota, in alternate sec- 
| tions, toaid in the construction of railroads therein 
| named, was laid on the table. My object in 
calling it up is, that | may present as a substitute, 
in the event the reconsideration be effected, a 
copy of the bill which passed the Senate some 
daysago, denominated ‘* theMinnesota land bill.” 
| It applies to the Territory of Minnesota exclu- 
'sively. The bill has been considered in the Com- 
| mittee on Public Lands, and that committee hag 
-agreed to report it back with a recommendation 
| that it do pass. 

The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) The motion 
to reconsider must be determined without debate, 
Mr. THORINGTON. That is my object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I move to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. On thatI ask the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. JON ES, of Tennessee. When was this 
motion to reconsider made? 

The SPEAKER. The bill was before the 
House, and was laid on the table on the 15th of 
August, 1856. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. 
TuorincTon]} then moved to reconsider the vote 
| laying it on the table. That motion he now calls 
| 








up; and the gentleman from Virginia moves to 
lay it on the table, and on that the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 99, nays 73; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bishop, 
Bocock, Boyer, Bradshaw, Branch, Cadwalader, James Il. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clawson, Ciingman, Wiliam on 
R. W. Cobb, Comins, Cox, Craige, Crawiord, Cullen, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Henry Winter Vavis, De Witt, Dickson, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, 
Faulkner, Flagicr, Florenee, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuiler, 
Galloway, Garnett, Goode, Greenwood, Harlan, J. Morrison 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hodges, 
Hoffman, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Joues, Kidwell, Knapp, Kunkel, Lake, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samucl 8. Marshall, Me- 
Muliin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Mor- 
rison, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Paine, Peck, Powell, Pur- 
vianev, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Robbins, Ruffin, 
Rust, Scott, Seward, Sherman, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
‘Taylor, Todd, Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, Warner, 
Israel Washburn. Watkins, Wood, Daniel B. Wrigitt, Joba 
V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—99. 

NAYS—Messrs. Akers, Allen, Ball, Henry Bennett, Ben- 
son, Billinghurst, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Lewis D. Campbeil, Chaffee, Bayard Clarke, Ezra Clark, 
Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Jacob C. Davis, Timothy Davis, 
Dean, Denver, Dick, Edie, Emrie, Henry M. Fuller, Gi- 
bert, Granger, Augustus Hall, Robert B. Hall, Herbert, 
Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelly, Kelsey, 
Kennett, King, Knight, Knox, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, Killian 
Miller, Millward, Moore, Morrill, Nichols, Penuiugton, 
Perry, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, 
Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Valk, Walbridge, Waldroa, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elliba B. Washburne, Wells, 
Wheeler, Williams, Woodruff, and Woodworth- -73. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. DAY stated that, if he had been present 
when his name was called, he would have voted 
“a i 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with a view to take up the 
appropriation bills. 

r. FULLER, of Maine. I desire to appeal 
to the gentleman from Ohio before this motion 
put. I want toask the House to consider Sena! 
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bill No. 586. It contains only a single provision 
and is called for by public convenience and neces- | 


sy. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I cannot with- | 
draw my motion. 
HON. P. T. HERBERT. 


Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I am instructed by the Committee of Elec- 
tions to submit a report on the petition presented 
from citizens of the State of California in refer- 
ence to the Hon. P. T. Hersert, a member of | 
this House. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would like the gentleman 
from Ohio to allow us to go to the business on 
the Speaker’s table. We can do so now bya 
majority vote. We can take up and dispose of, in 
afew minutes, the first bill on the table, in refer- 
ence to the settlers on the public lands in new 








| 
| 
1] 
States. ! 
TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Indiana || 
submits a report from the Committee of Elec- | 
tions, which he claims is a privileged matter. 
The report was read, and is as follows: 


The Committee of Elections, to whom was referred the 
petition of certain citizens of California, praying the expul- 
sion from the House of Hon. P. T. Hersert, one of its 
members, submit the following report: 

The petition in this case is signed by twenty-two hundred 
and thirty-two citizens, and was presented to the House 
and referred to your committee on the 16th of February, | 
1857. Tile petition is in the following words: 

‘“ Your petitioners, citizens of California, believing that 
an appeal to the Hon. P. T. HERBERT, one of our Repre- || 
sentauves in Congress, to resign his seat in your honorable | 
body, would be of no avail, and believing that all power is 
rightly vested with the people to determine who shall, and | 
who shall not, be their rulers and representatives, and feel- | 
ing confident that our wishes will not be overlooked in the | 
deliberations of your honorable body, do most respectiully | 
represent to your honorable body : 

« That whereas, one of our honorable Representatives has | 
seen proper to step from his high position as Representative | 
of the State of California, and has suffered himself to be | 
engaged in an affray reflecting so unhappily upon the honor | 
and character of your honorable body; and believing that, 
inthe murder of the unfortunate Keating, he has committed 
an act entire y without justification, has disgraced his high 
position, and that he can no longer faithfully or satisfactorily | 





represent the will of his constituents in your honorable | 
body ; and inasmuch as it seems possible, from the senti- 
ment in Washington, either that he may be acquitted, or not 
receive the punishment which impartial justice demands : 

“ Therefore, we, the citizens of California, forward this 
memorial to your honorable body; and do hereby most re- 
spectfully petition your honorable body, in case of the ac- | 
quittal of the said Hon. P. T. Herserr from the crime | 
charged against him, that you would no longer permit him || 
to remain a member of your honorable body.”’ | 

The petition is not accompanied by any proof; and no 
authority has yet been given to your committee to compel | 
the attendance of witnesses, which will be necessary if it | 
shall be the pleasure of the House that an examination of | 
the case shall be made. 

Your committee, therefore, report the character of the | 
| 


petition, the statements embodied in it, and the number | 
of its signers, that the House may determine what action, 
under the circumstances, they may deem just to all con- 
cerned. 

Mr. HERBERT. I desire to say one word | 
relative to that petition. 

The SPEAKER. The report proposes no ac- | 
tion. The gentleman from California may pro- | 
ceed if there be no objection. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
say a few words relative to this petition, in order 
that the House may the better understand the 
racer and object for which it was presented. | 

had expected that such explanations would | 
have been made regarding this matter by the Com- | 
mittee of Elections, as would have saved me the 
trouble of — myself. By reference to the | 


petition, it will be seen that it bears date of Jan- 





vary, 1857; and it asks this House that in case 
Ishall be acquitted of the offense ramed therein 
then I shall be expelled from this House. 

It will be remembered that the offense alluded | 
to in the petition was committed on the 8th day | 
of May, 1856; and that I, of my own accord, | 
voluntarily placed myself in the hands of the | 
civil authorities, and remained a prisoner until | 
restored to my personal liberty under the act of 
habeas corpus. Shortly after my liberation, the 
grand jury found a true bill of murder against | 
me; whereupon I was again incarcerated, where 
I remained until decl not guilty by a sworn 
Jury of the country. I was acquitted in the latter 
po ov July, 1856; and this news reached Cali- 
ornia in August, of the same year—over four 
months prior to the date of the petition. 

Now, sir, | ask, in all sincerity, if it is reason- 
able to suppose that an honest petition would be 
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|| his requisition; and after handcuffing and making 
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based upon the contingency of my acquittal, when | 
they must have known the fact at least four months | 
prior to the date of the petition? 
not bear fraud upon its face, and if the forgery 
does not brand its authors as dastardly villains? 
This petition was gotten up in the rooms of the 
Vigilance Committee of San Francisco, who have | 
been justly condemned throughoutthe entire coun- 
and of outlaws and murderers. The 
House will further remember that no sooner had 
the news of the outrages committed by these men 
reached this city, than I rose in my place on this 
floor and denounced, in the most unmeasured 
terms, their action, which was antagonistic and 
hostile to the laws and constitution of the State. 


to in the report of the Committee of Elections. | 
Sir, among other outrages committed by these 
men whose names appear upon the petition, they 


by the Governor of the State, in which there were | 
at the time some sixty citizens assembled under | 


prisoners of them, marched them through the 
streets in broad daylight to the rooms of the Vigi- 
lance Committee, for no other offense than for | 
having manifested a willingness to protect and 
defend the laws and constitution of the State; and 
many of these men were there incarcerated in the 
cells of the said committee. The dwellings of 
private citizens were entered at midnight by these | 
ruffians,and in some instances even the female 

inmates were insulted, and their feelings not re- | 
spected. But I will consume no further time in | 
relating their many damnable acts. The fact that | 


some of the ringleaders of this mob are even now || 


being compelled to play the artful dodger, in 
hiding themselves away upon steamers, under 
mattresses, donned with wig and false whiskers, in 
order toevade law and justice, is enough to brand 
them with infamy and disgrace; and I will con- | 
clude by stating that I feel complimented by these | 
barking dogs and braying asses. 
_The SPEAKER. The report proposes no ac- 
tion. 
Mr. BOYCE. 


I move that the whole matter | 


° | 
be laid on the table. i 
| 


I wish to state one thing on || Y 
behalf of the Committee of Elections. This pe- || 


Mr. COLFAX. 


tition was not submitted to that committee until 
the 16th of February; so that the Representative 
from California will see that the committee acted 
as promptly as the nature of the case allowed. | 
They have reported within eight days. 

Mr. WALKER. I should like to ask the gen- | 
tleman from Indiana why he made this report | 
and proposed no action? 


Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the gentleman. | 


It was because it was the unanimous instruction | 
of ‘the committee that this report and petition | 
should be submitted to the House for such action | 
as the House of Representatives might deem fit 
to take. If the House see fit to direct no further | 
investigation to be made, it has a right to do so; 
and if it see fit to order a further investigation 
by any committee of the House, select or stand- 
ing, it has a right to do so. 

Mr. WALKER. Can I be allowed to say a | 
few words ? 

Mr. TRAFTON. I object. 

Mr. WALKER. Of course objection was 
made by the hypocritical parson from Massa- 
chusetts. 

The SPEAKER. Objection was made on the | 
left of the Chair, and not by the gentleman re- | 
ferred to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I shall now insist | 
on proceeding to business, and therefore | object. 

he question was taken on Mr. Borce’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. ’ 

So the report of the Committee of Elections | 
was laid on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move to go to - 
business on the Speaker’s table. The first busi- 
ness in order then will be the bill to which I have 
called the attention of the House. It will not 
occupy five minutes. : 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending 
to suspend the rules and go into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. If that mo- 
tion be negatived, the motion of the gentleman 
from Alabama will be in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ho 
will go into the Committee of the 





the House 


I ask if it does || 


| upon one occasion surrounded a house selected | 
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state of theUnion. This isthe only day we shall 
have to dispose of the appropriation bills. 
Mr. McMULLIN., rise for the purpose of 
ae a privileged question. Some time since 
moved to reconsider the vote by which the 


_ House passed a certain bill for paying fishing 
| bounties. 


I now propose to call up that motion 


| to reconsider. 


Mr. CRAIGE. 1 submit that the proposition 
of the gentleman from Virginia is not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 
cannot be called up pending the motion of the 


‘gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Campsett,] or the 


i 


| 


} 
| 





motion of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 


to the |; ce of | Houston.) 
And this, sir, is the origin of the petition alluded | 


Mr. FLAGLER called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to go into the Committee of the 

hole. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

The rules were accordingly suspended; and the 
House resolved itself into the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Mace in 
the chair.) 


APPROPRIATION BILLS, ETC. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to take 
up House bill No. 634, and that the first reading 
of the bill be dispensed with. ‘ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I give notice 
that if the motion is voted down, | shaii move to 
take up the river and harbor bills. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. This is the only 
day when we can dispose of the appropriation bills, 

Mr. WAS! iBURNE, of Illinois. And this is 
the only day in which the river and harbor bills 
can be disposed of. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from Illinois 
must know that these river and harbor bills can 
never become laws. If they should be passed, 
they would be vetoed. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. And we will 


| override that veto by a two-third vote, as we 


have done in reference to every veto during this 
Congress 

Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; you have not got 
our ten days. 

Mr. WASHBURNE,of Illinois, demanded tell- 
ers upon Mr. Campse.y’s motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sarp and 
BuFFInTON were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 70, noes 78. 

So the bl wn not taken up. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to take up 
House bill making appropriations for the support 
of the Navy for the year ending June 30, 1858. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
motion will not be agreed to. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wricut, 
of Mississippi, and CumsBack, were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 62, noes 68. 

So the motion was disagreed to, 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move that 
the committee pass over‘the first bill on the Cal- 
endar, which is House bill (No. 18) to secure 


main. 

Mr. CAMPBELL; of Ohio. I move that the 
committee take up for consideration House bill 
(No. 616) making appropriations for the support 
of the Army, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1858. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I raise a 
point of order. My motion being first made, 
should be first put. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, having refer- 
ence to one of the general appropriation bills, 
takes precedence, and must ‘:e first put. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I will not 
take an appeal from that decision, but merely 
express the hope that the gentleman’s motion 
will be voted down. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I want the House 
to understand that unless we act on the general 
appropriation bills at once, and send them to the 
Senate, they will be lost. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, demanded 
tellers on Mr. Campsexy’s motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cuarree, 


hole on the || and Warsent of Mississippi, were appointed. 
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The committee divided; and the tellgrs reported gentlemen on this side of the House, with whom 


—ayes 59, noes 73. ; 
So the motion was disagreed to. 


‘| acted in concert, have voted against considering | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, || ‘vem. There has been a clear majority upon 
each vote against considering these bills; and by | 


I feel it to be my duty to present all these bills, || ym a, 
a ee Rate ete Teil way of relieving myself from the responsibility 


and ask on them the action of the committee. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope the 
gentieman will not insist on that course of pro- 
ceeding. He has been defeated by a large vote 
on every motion. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I think my record 
for eight years will prove that I am as good a 


friend of river and harbor improvements as the || 


gentleman can be; but it is my duty to ask the | 


committee to take up these bills, and I shall con- 
tinue to do it, in id 

responsibility which must rest somewhere if they 
fail to become law. Therefore I move to take up 


bill (No. 615 ki iati for || : : 
one) er eee eee oe | aside to be reported to the House, with the recom- 


certain civil expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 3Uth of June, 1858. 
Mr. McMULLIN demanded tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Taxsorr || 


and Sapp were appointed. 

The committee divided: and the tellers reported 
—ayes 56, noes 68. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 


and a message was received from the Senate, by 
Assory Dicains, their Secretary, informing. the 


| 


ments of the House to the following joint resolu- | 


tions of the Senate: 


A resolution (No. 42) to provide for ascertain- | 
ing the relative value of the coinage of the United | 
States and Great Britain, and the fixing the rela- || 


tive value of the unitary coins of the two coun- 
tries; and 


majority, although 


er to relieve myself from the 


| 
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[At this point the committee rose informally, || 


| of the country to the fact. 
| move again seriatim, on the rotary principle, and 


'| apart of the Committee of Ways and Means have | 


| 


which must follow, I desire to call the attention | 


I might go on and 


consume the whole time of the conamittee; but I | 


have very much i for the opinion of the 


founded in error. I shall therefore submit no 
further motion to take up these bills. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I now renew 
my motion to pass over.a bill (H. R. No. 18) to 
secure homesteads to actual settlerson the public 
domain. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. I move that it be laid 
mendation that it do pass. 

: Mr. LETCHER. I call for the reading of the 
ill. 
The CHAIRMAN. The motion being one to 


pass over a bill, it is not within the power of a | 


member to insist on its reading. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
laid aside, with the recommendation that itdo pass, 
The CHAIRMAN. 


| this is simply a proposition to pass by a bill, in 


’ | order to take up some other bill. 
House that the Senate had agreed to the amend- || i 


The bill is not, 


therefore, before the committee, and it is not in | 
|| ney, and Williams. 


The proposition is | 
|| resumed its session, (Mr. Bocock in the chair.) 


the power of a member to demand its reading. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
not to report the bill? 
The CHAIRMAN. No, to pass it over. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. 


|| bill read. 


A resolution (No. 53) to prevent the counter- || 


feiting of the coins of the United States. 
The committee then resumed its session. ] 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. .1 move that the | 


committee take up the bill (H. R. No. 637) 
making appropriations for the transportation of 
the United States mail by ocean steamers and 
otherwise during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 
1858. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
question ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

Mr. McMULLIN. If the appropriation bills 
are to be passed we had better take them up. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I call for tellers upon 
the motion of the gentleman from O 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs: Wins.ow 
and Wooprurr were appointed, 


| 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 51, noes 67. 
Se the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. We owe the In- 


dians a great deal of money which ought to be | 


paid, and I move to take up the Senate amend- 
ments to the bill (H. R. No. 614) making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations wide 

year ending June 30, 1858. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. It isevident to me, from 
the course pursued by this Committee, that no 
business is to be done to-day? If we go back into 
the House, we may go to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table, and do something. I therefore 
move that the committee rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I call for 


tellers upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Ohio. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMutuw 
and Simmons were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 61, noes 71, 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CARLILE, It is apparent that a great 
many members are absent, and I move that the 
committee, rige, with a view of going into the 
House, and haying a call of the House, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [have moved this 
morning to take up seréatimeach one of the general 
appropriation bills, believing. unless they were 
acted n to-day, and, sent to the Senate, there 


would be great danger.of their failing, find the. 


various, Indian tribes, for the | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 


ry 7 “5 . ° | 
The proposition is that it be | 


The Chair will state that | 


believe that opinion to be | 


| 


| 


bill has been entertained by the Chair, and no 
other motion can be made till that is disposed of 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the committee 
do now rise. 

Mr CARLILE called for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. GALLOWAY called for tellers on Mr. 
W asuBuRNE’s motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Princirz 
and Suorrer were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 78, noes 28; no quorum voting. 

he roll was called, and the absentees noted. 


| The committee then rose; and the Speaker having 


|| resumed the chair, Mr. Mace reported that the 
| 


I desire to have the || 
aside House bill No. 18; and the tellers reported 





that it is not to be read, as it is not before the | 
|| committee. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hold that it is 


before the committee, as it is the first bill on the | 


Calendar. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This thing 
has been tried once in this House. 
order to have the bills read when the Nebraska 


. || bill was before the committee. 
Is it inorder to debate the || 


| 


It was not in || 


| 
| 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides in ac- 
|| cordance as he understands with the uniform 
| decisions of the House, that the reading of a bill 
'moved to be passed over cannot be demanded. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
before the House for action? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
135th rule. 

The 135th rule was read, as follows: 


Is. not the bill 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


‘* In Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
| the bills shall be taken up and disposed of in their order on 
|| the Calendar; but when objection is made to the consid- 
| eration of a bil), a majority of the committee shall aa 


without debate, whether it shall be taken up and dispos 
of or laid aside ; provided that general appropriation bills 
and, in time of war, bills for raising men or money, an 


| bills concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to all 


| 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


other bills, at the discretion of the committée ; and when 
demanded by any member, the question shall first be put 
in reference te them. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. I demand that the ques- 
tion shall first be put on the general appropriation 


bills. 1 therefore move to take up the first general | 


| ap »ropriation bill on the Calendar, 


he CHAIRMAN. Phe Chair will state that | 
| the proposition before the committee is that made | 


] by the gentleman from Illinois; and the reason 
|| why the reading of the bill cannot be called for 





is, as the Chair considers, that the motion is 
simply a proposition that the bill be passed over, 
not acted on. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that the rule 


requ that the bills shall be taken up in their | 
0 


er. Now, if this bill is the first ont 
dar, it requires a motion to set it aside, and when 
that motion is made, itis the right of the member 
to have the bill read. Now, Mr. Chairman, in 
view of these difficulties, | move that we take up 


the Army appropriation bill. 

Mr. W ASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise toa 
question of order. The committee having ance 
to-day refused. to. take, up that bill, it is not in 
order to renew the motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee may have, 
changed its mind since that vote was, taken. 

Mr. KENNETT. I desire to make.apoint of, 
order. The first, bill on the. Calendar has been 
called in its order, and.a motion to pags over 


| 


| 





} 


j 


| 


| 


|| called, and had directed him to report the facts to 


| 
| names. 


| 


j 





Calen- | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and having found 
itself without a quorum, had caused the roll to be 


the House, with the names of the absentees, 
The following are the names of the absentees: 
Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Bishop, Bliss, J 3 H. Campbell, Jobn P. Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Howell Cobb, Cox, Cullen, David- 
son, Jacob C. Davis nver, Dunn, Elliott, Emrie, Ether. 
idge, Evans, Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, Grow, J. Morrison 
Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Hickman, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keith, King, Knowlton, Matteson, Millward, Mordecai O\i- 
ver, Paine, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Phelps, Reade, 
Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robison, Rust, Sneed, Stephens, 
Swope, Trippe, Vail, Valk, Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Whit- 


A quorum being now present, the committee 


The tellers having resumed their places, the 
committee again divided upon the motion to lay 


—ayes 74, noes 37; no quorum voting. 
_ The roll was accordingly called; and the follow- 
ing named members failed to answer to their 


Messrs. Allen, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Ben- 
nett, Bliss, Boyce, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Bayard Clarke, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, Cullen, David- 
son, Jacob C. Davis, De Witt, Dunn, Elliott, Emrie. Ether- 
idge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Garnett, 
Giddings, Grow, Harrison, Herberi, Tlickman, Hoffman, 
Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keitt, King, Knowlton, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8, Marshall, Matteson, McMaullin, Mill- 
ward, Morrison, Mordecai Oliver, Pearce, Pelton, Phelps, 
Reade, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, Robison, Sneed, Stephens, 
a ag Trippe, Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Welch, and 

els. 


The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bocock reported that the 
Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the subjects 
referred to it, and finding itself without a quorum, 
had caused the roll to be called and the absentees 
to be noted, and had directed him to report the 
names of the absentees to the House. 

A quorum having answered to their names, the 
committee resumed its sitting. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. CRAWFORD stated that. his, colleague, 
Mr. Warner, was detained fromthe House by 
indisposition. : 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question 
before the committee was on the motion to pass 
over the homestead bill; that tellers had been 
ordered, and Messrs, Car.ine and Warson 
would act as tellers, 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 82, noes 40. 

So the motign was agreed to, 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the next bill on 
the Calendar was House bill (No, 74) to amend 
and supplementary to ‘‘An act to. organize the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska,’’ approved 


May 30, 1854. 

r. HOUSTON. I moye. thal, the committee 
take up the Army appropriation bill, that we may 
proceed to the consideration of the legitimate 
usiness of the session. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of. Illinois, I rise to 
question.of order. That motion has been once 
voted down, and I hold that it is not in order a 
this time to renew it. . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair believes thst 
this is a.new. question. He is not aware that t 
has ever arisen before in Committee of the Whole. 
The. 135th rule is as follows; 

“Ip Committee of 


the, Whole on. the state of the Unies 
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— . . } 
he bills shall be taken up and disposed of in their order on | 
tthe Calendar; but when objection is made to the consider- | 
ation of a bill, a majority of the committee shall decide, | 
without debate, whether it shall be taken up and disposed 
of or laid aside; provided that general appropriation 
pills, and, in time of war, bills for raising men or money, 
and bills concerning a treaty of peace, shall be preferred to 
ail other bills, at the discretion ot the committee ; and, when 
demanded by any member, the question shail first be put in 
reference to them.”? 


And the 80th rule is as follows: 


«General 4 bills shall be in order in preference 
to any other bills of a public nature, unless otherwise or- 
dered by a majority of the House.” 


The decision of the Chair is, that when the 
appropriation bills were moved they were in order. 
The question then arose, whether they should be 
taken up and considered; and the House decided 
at that time they should not be taken up. It 
would not have been in order immediately there- | 
after to have moved again to take up the same 
pill; but when other business has intervened, the | 
Chair is of the opinion that the quéstion is again | 
in order, 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds the mo- | 
tion of the gentleman from Alabama to be in 
order. From that decision the gentleman from 
Illinois takes an appeal. The question now is, 
‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the | 
judgment of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. WAKEMAN demanded teller, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kennett 
and FLoreNce were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 66, noes 73. 

So the decision of the Chair was overruled; 
and Mr. Hovsron’s motion decided to be out of 
order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The bill now before the | 
House is a bill (H. R. No. 74) to amend and sup- | 
plementary to ** An act to organize the Territo- | 
ries Of Nebraska and Kansas,’’ approved May | 
30, 1854. The Chair understands the gentleman | 
from Illinois to object to the consideration of that | 
bill, which, under the rules, brings the House to 
the question, ‘* Shall the bill be now considered ?”’ 

Mr. LETCHER. I move that the committee 
donow rise; and upon that motion I call for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sapp and | 


Ke tty were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 
—ayes 34, noes 97. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. McQUEEN. Would it be in order to 
offer a resolution now? 
» The CHAIRMAN. No proposi‘ion will be in 
order. The rules require that when objection is | 
made to the consideration of a bill, it shall be 
decided without debate, whether it shall be con- 
sidered or not. The question is, shall the bill | 
be not considered? 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. ‘The object is not | 
to act upon it? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not the object to act | 
upon it, and it is notin order to read the bill, be- | 
cause it is not considered. 

Thequestion was taken; and the bill was passed 
over. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
lay aside the next bill upon the Calendar. 

he CHAIRMAN. The next bill is a bill | 

(H. R. No. 133) to prohibit officers of the Army | 
and Navy from having an interest in contracts | 
for the supply of any article for any branch of | 
the service to which such officer belongs. 
“ as. HOUSTON. I hope we shall pass that 

ill. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I appeal to the House to 
pass that bill. | 
. Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to | 
its consideration, 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is not debate in order, as 
& motion has not been made? 

The CHAIRMAN, It is not. 

Mr.HOUSTON, But I desire to ask the Chair 
& question, to know whether I can raise a point 
of order. Has a motion been made to lay that 
bill aside ? 

The CHAIRMAN, The rules do not require 
& motion to be made. The rule says that the bills 
shall be taken up and considered in their order | 
u eee nase; cplege objection be toade; anid 

e 


if objection be e considération of a bill, 


| objection be made, it goes over. 
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tee, ** Shall the bill be laid aside or not??? Whén 
this bill was called, the gendeman from Illinois | 
objected to the consideration, which makes it | 


the question shall be prop@anded to the commit- | 


necessary for the Chair to put the question to the || 


committee 


that the gentleman from Illinois made the objec- 
tion before the Chair announced the bill as next | 
inorder. He statedin advance, ‘I object.’’ The | 
Chair has first to announce the bill, and then, if 


the reading of the bill, because objection was made 


| before the bill was announced by the Chair to be | 


| the one next in order. 


| 





The CHAIRMAN. Objection was made both | 
before and after the bill was announced. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But not before I addressed 
the Chair. 

Mr. WALKER. 
the committee rise? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in order. 

Mr. WALKER, Will the Chair and the,com- 
mittee allow me to state my reason for making 
that motion? 

The CHAIRMAN. With the consent of the 
committee the Chair is very willing to hear the 
gentleman from Alabama; but it must be by 
unanimous consent. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr.WALKER. If the committee will hear me 
one-moment I know they will give me leave to 
proceed. I have insulted a member of the House, 
and I wish to explain my reason, and to apolo- 
gize to him and to the House. For that pur- 
pose I move that the committee do now rise; or, 
without going through that form, that 1 may be 
allowed to say here what I desire. 

Several Members. Do it here. 

Mr. WALKER. Well,I will do it here. Be- 
fore the House resolved itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, a mem- 
ber from Indiana [Mr. Co.rax] made a report 
from the Committee of Elections, in reference to 
a member from California, {Mr. Hersert.}] The 
report proposed no action by this House. After 
the report was read, Mr. Herserr addressed 
the House briefly. By leave, Mr. Cotrax was 
allowed to explain the reasons governing the 


Is it in order to move that 


committee in making that report. I then rose and | 
asked leave of the House to say a few words. | 


My reason for asking that permission was, that 
I had been the counsel of thut gentleman before 


the criminal court in this city, and was neces- | 
sarily conversant with the case, and qualified to | 


judge of its merits. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Trarron] objected. 


on his trial before a jury of his peers, and has 
been by their action pronounced innocent, the lips 
of censure are then, in the minds of all right- 
thinking and true men, sealed; and, sir, when, 
by this réPort, it was made manifest to this House 
that the petitioners had signed that appeal pre- 
vious to the adjudication of the case by the court, 
it did seem to me that it should have been passed 
sub silentio, and that there should have been no 
action of a committee of the House, or by the 
House itself; I rose to cast no censure on the 
committee—to implicate no man, North or South; 
but I merely wished, as a man believing himself 
to be governed by high and true impulses, to say 
that, in my judgment, the report never should 
have Seo its way within this Hall; but when 
I rose for that plain and, as it seemed to me, 
honest purpose, and heard the gentleman from 
Massachusetts object to my being heard after the 

entleman from Indiana pee. Coxirax] had been 

eard without objection, | was so far carried away 
by the passion of the moment as to make a re- 
mark whieh certainly could never have fallen from 
my lips if I had remembered the profession of 
the gentleman, (his being the pastor of a church,) 
a profession precluding him from resenting an 
insult. I now, on reflection, feel ashamed. Sir, 
I speak frankly. I apologize to him and to the 


House; and I wish what I have said now to go || 


on the Journal ofthe House, and to be reported. 
If I wish to insult a man, I would select one who 
has no trammels or shackles; and I say now to 
Mr. Trarton, that, if I have wounded him, I 


Now, [ call for |} 


ij 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 


——————— 


In the heat | 
of the moment, and governed by the belief that, | 
in this country of ours, wherever a man, the | 
humblest citizen here, has been charged with an | 
infraction of our criminal law, and has been put | 
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| am most heartily sorry for it. I withdraw my 
mouon, 


Mr. FLORENCE called for tellers on Mr. 


Wasuburkne’s motion. 
Tellers Were ordered; and Messrs. Fiorence 








| and FLAGLER Were appointed. 
Mr, HOUSTON. But the point of order is, || 


The committee divided; 
ported—ayes 83, noes 39. 
So the bill was passed over. 


An act (S. No. 119) to authorize the construc- 
tion of ten sloops-of-war. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hinois. 
the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. BENSON. I move that it be laid aside to 
be reported to the House, with the recommenda- 
| tion that it do pass. 
Mr. LETCHER, 


and the tellers re- 


1 object to 


I object to that. 

I insist on 
to pass any one of these 
river and harbor appro- 


| my motion. If we sto 
| bills we cannot reach t 
| priation bills, 

Mr. NSON. 

assed ’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to 
the gentleman from Maine that his motion is not 
in order. If the bill is to be considered at all, the 
| committee must first refuse to pass itover. ‘The 
question is, ** Shall the bill be passed over?’’ 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Spinner and 
GREENWOOD were appointed. 

‘The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—aycs 70, noes 64. 

Mr. BENSON. Before the Chair announces 
the vote, I wish to state that several gentlemen 
have voted under a misapprehension of the ques- 
tion pending. I ask, then, that by the unanimous 
consent of the committee there may be a recount, 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let us have a recount. 

The CHAIRMAN. If gentlemen voted on the 
wrong side, they could have changed their votes 
\| to the right side. 

Mr. BENSON. But it is now too late. The 
tellers have made their report. [Cries of ‘* Ob- 
ject!’ and ‘* Announce the result !’’) 

The result of the vote was then announced; 
| and the bill was passed over. 


The CHAIRMAN stated the next bill on the 
Calendar to be House bill( No. 157) enabling the 
States of Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Ken- 
tacky, Indiana, and Illinois, to improve the nav- 
igation of the river Ohio, and granting lands to 
said States in aid thereof, and for other pur- 
1} poses. 


I hope that bill will not be 


|} Mr. C 
rise. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Wasu- 
BURNE, Of Illinois, and Packer, were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 44, noes 76. 

So the motion was disagreed to. 

[At this point the committee informally rose, 
and Mr. Pree, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported as truly enrolled joint resolutions 
of the following titles; when the Speaker signed 
the same: 

A resolution to provide for ascertaining the rela- 
tive value of the coinage of the United States and 
Great Britain, and the fixing the relative value of 
the unitary coins of the two countries; and . 

A resolation to prevent the counterfeiting of 
the coins of the United States. 
|| The committee then resumed its session. ] 


Mr. DUNN. Imove'that the bill just reported 
| 


GMAN moved that the committee 
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be laid aside in committee, and reported to the 
House with the recommendation that it do pass, 

Mr. KENNETT. I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 
the consideration of this bill. The gentleman from 
Indiana cannot make his motion, The question 
must be put in another shape. 

Mr. DUNN I want to raise a point of order 
upon the gentleman from Illinois. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis notin order to move 
tolay aside any bill, with the recommendation that 
it pass, so long as gentlemen propose amendments 
to it. 

Mr. DUNN. No amendment is proposed. 

Mr. LETCHER. Read the bill, and then we 
| will see whether it ought not to be amende:!. 





| 


| 





Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I rise toa 
point of order: It is, that I objected to the con- 
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nounced by the Chair. 

Mr. DUNN. lLunderstand that this committee 
has no k»owledge of any proposition that is to 
bv submitted to it until itis announced from that | 
disk. 
hand and object, before that announcement is | 
made. {Phe gentleman’s objection came before it 
was announced by the Chair. | 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
wards, too. 

Mr. DUNN, I got the floor instantly, and was | 
recognized by the Chair, upon the bill being an- | 
nounced by the Chair. The gentleman’s objection | 
was too s00n, as it was made before the Chair | 
announeed what bill it was, and it was made too 
late after T had been recognized. The other system | 
is a system of following the march of file leaders, 
and is not a just system to be recognized. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the Chair had heard. | 
the objection of the gentleman from Illinois, he | 
would not have recognized the gentleman from 
Indiana until the Chair had put thegguestion. 
The Chair was not aware that the gentl@Man from | 
Illinois had objected. 

Mr. DUNN. Then I make a motion. 

Mr. WASLIBURNE, of Illinois. Then I ask 
chat a vote be taken upon the gentleman’s mo- 
tion, 

\MIvr. DUNN. I move to strike out the enacting 

tine, 

Jr. LETCHER. Now ask to have the bill 
read, (hat we may see what it is. 

Tue CHAIRMAN. As the bill is to be acted 

inon, itis in order to have it read. 


And after- 





‘Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I desire to 
indersiaad this matter. I — made objec- 
Lida to the consideration of this bill. [Cries of | 


“© Order,”’ “* Too late 1") [ rise to oint of order 
nyself, T made an objection to the considera- 
tion of this bill before the Chairman announced 
rt, and at the moment the Chair announced it I 
made another objecuon. Gentlemen all around 


me heard it. 

Mr. PAINE. I certainly heard it. 

Mr. LETCUER. Is this matter debatable ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state 
o the genteman from Hlinois, that he did not 
ar the o jection; and the reason perhaps was, 
that the Chair was under the impression that this 
vas one of the bills which the gentleman desired 

»take up and have action upon. If gentlemen 
around the gentleman from Lllinois state that the 
rentieman did make objection to the considera- 
con of the bill before the oho Indiana 
was recognized, the Chair will so d e. 

Mr. LLOUSiON. I suppose, if evidence is to 
be taken upon one side, evidence can be taken 
upon the other, Now, the gentleman from Indi- 
ana says he was recognized before any objection 
was made. Then, as a jury, we must determine 
how we will decide it. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from 
Alabama will see that the testimony he states 
upon one side is negative testimony. If forty 
gentlemen say they did not hear the objection, 
aud twenty that they did hear it, the twenty state 
a positive fact, while the forty a negative. 

Mr, thOUSTON, I say it is not negative tes- 
timony. The gentleman from Indiana states af- 
firmatively that no objection was made. He said 
that he had the floor immediately after the an- 
nouncement by the Chair upon the bill before 
anything was done. 


Mr. MeMULLIN. The committee and the || 


Chair will remember that the other day I stated 
upon the floor of the House that I objected to a 
bill. The Speaker decided that he did not hear 
me; and although two or three members testified 
to the fact, the Speaker did not decide to receive 
the objection, but refused. If that was a right 
decision, this case should be governed by it, 

The CHAIRMAN, It was notin the province 
of the Chair to assign the floor, so as to cut off 
any gentleman from the privilege of objecting to 
the consideration ofa bill. Ifthe Chair had pro- 
ceeded, after any gentleman had objected to the | 
bili, and assigned the floor to another gentleman, 
the Chair would, according to the opinion he now 
entertains, have denied toa member of this House 
a privilege to which he is entitled under the rules. 

Mr. DUNN. I think I can place this thing 
precisely right. 

Mr. KENNETT. I rise toa point of order, 


No gentleman can hold a Calendar in his || 


is, that it was the right of every member of this 
| House, when the bill was called in its place upon 
| the Calendar, to object to its being considered; 
|} and if such objection was made—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides upon 
the statements made, that objection has been 
made to the consideration of the bill; and the 
question which the committee is to decide is, 


|| ** Shall this bill be laid aside ?”’ 
|| Mr. KENNETT. I have not concluded my 


| point of order. 
| Mr. DUNN. I beg the indulgence of gentle- 
/menasinglemoment. I can put this thing right. 
| As I said, in the point of order stated a moment 
| ago, no objection can be entertained to a bill until 
| it is properly before the House. It is not before 
| the aes for objection, or any other purpose, 
| until it is announced by the Chair. en. sir, 
| the gentleman frofn Lllinois is right when he says 
| he objected, and there were others who objected. 
=? KENNETT. I insist upon my point of 
order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 


|| point of order, and so decided before the point of 


order was raised. 
Mr. KENNETT. The gentleman from In- 
diana is not in order in arguing the point. 
Mr. DUNN. I suppose I am entitled to the 
same indulgence asthe gentleman upon the other 
| side. I rise to set afact right about which there 

is a misunderstanding. I take it that, if the gen- 
| tleman from Illinois, or any other gentleman, 
| raised the cry of **I object ’’ at a time which is 
| too soon, it came before the bill itself was an- 
nounced. 

Mr. KENNETT. I amcompelled to insist on 
| my point of order, and that the gentleman cannot 
go on to argue this matter. The Chair has de- 
cided that the gentleman from Illinois had a meet 
to object the moment the bill was named. e 
| did object, and moved to set it aside. I therefore 
insist on that motion. 

Mr. DUNN. Whenis a bill named—when it 
| is read by its number, or when the substance of 
it is announced ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana will recollect that the gentleman from Illi- 
nois stated that he objected both before and after 
the bill was read by its title. 

Mr.DUNN. And instantly on the conclusion 
of the bill being read by its title, I was recognized 
| by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. But the gentleman from 

| Indiana will remember further, that the Chair 

holds it to be his duty to allow an objection when 

it is made in proper time. 

ame: DUNN. lLappeal from the decision of the 
air. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to ask the 
| Chair this question: do I understand the Chair 
| as deciding that a member has the right to object 

after another has got the floor? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sayg that, if 
a gentleman rises immediately on the naming of 
a bill, and Bo to object, and the Chair cuts 
him out of that right by assigning the floor to 
another, the objection must be received. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I wish to ask the 

| Chair this question: whether an objection is good 

| from a member sitting in his seat, or whether he 
must rise from his seat, and be recognized? 

The CHAIRMAN. The rules of the House 
do not state whether objection is to be made by 
rising or otherwise. ‘ 

Mr. ORR. I move that the committee do now 
rise; and I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Orr, and 
Bennett of New York, were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 39, noes 83. : 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question recurred on the appeal from the 

| decision of the Chair, on which tellers had been 
ordered. 

Messrs. H. Manswatt, and Jones of Tennes- 
see, were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 

"aye 85, noes 21; no quorum voting. 

The roll was called; and the’following named 
members failed to answer to their names: 
Mesers. Aiken, Akers, Allison, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, 
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sideration of this bill before and after it was an- |! and I make it under the decision of the Chair. It || Bell, Bi urst, Boyce, Bradshaw, Branch, Burnett, John 


— ce 

P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Clingman, Howell Cobb 
Cox, Craige, Cullen, Davidson, Jacob C. Davis, Timothy: 
| Davis, Denver, De Witt, Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, Ednund- 
| son, Elliott, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evang, 
| Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Garver:, 
|| Giddings, Grow, Herbert, Hickman, Hotfman, ‘Thomas it, 
| Horton, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kiow. 
|| ton, Kunkel, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshail, Samuel s, 
| Marshall, Matteson, Smith Miller, Morrison, Andrew jj. 
| ver, Mordecai Oliver, Packer, Pearce, Pelton, Phelps, 
|| Powell, Purviance, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rivers, 
| Robison, Rust, Seward, Sherman, Samuel A. Smith, Wij. 
| liam R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Swope, Trippe, Vail, 
| Valk, Watkins, Warner, Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, 
| and John V. Wright. 


The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
|| resumed the chair, Mr. Bocock reported that the 
1) Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
1 Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 








the subjects referred to it, and finding itself with- 
out a quorum, had caused_the roll to be called, 
and the absentees to be noted, and had directed 
him to report the names of the absentees to the 
House. 

A quorum having appeared, the committee re- 
sumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is, ‘* Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
the committeé?’? on which tellers have been 
ordered. 

Mr. QUITMAN moved that the committee 
rise; and on that question demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Mitusoy 
and STRANAHAN were appointed. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 89, noes 77; no quorum voting. 

he roll was again called; and the following 
named members failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Aiken, Akers, Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Billinghurst, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, James H. Campbell, 
John P. Campbell, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, 
Cullen, Davidson, Jacob C. ae Davis, Denver, 


De Witt, Dowdell, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Elliott, Em- 


rie, eenene, Eustis, Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 


Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Garnett, Giddings, Green- 


wood, Grow, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Thomas R. 
Horton, Jewett, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Knowl- 
ton, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Mar- 
shall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, McQueen, Morrison, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Pearce, Pel- 
ton, Phelps, Powell, Purviance, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, 
Ritchie, Rivers, Robison, Rust, Seward, Sherman, Samuel 
A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Swope, 
Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Valk, Walker, War- 
ner, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Wells, Wheeler, Whitney, 
Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bocock reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the subjects 
referred to it, and finding itself without a quorunt, 
had caused the roll to be called, and directed him 
to report the names of the absentees to the House. 

A quorum having appeared, the commitice 
again resumed its sitting. : 

The CHAIRMAN stated the question to be on 


| 
the motion to rise. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Objection is 
withdrawn to the rising of the committee. 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the motion will be considered as agreeil to. 
There was no objection. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Bococx reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
the subjects referred to it, and had come to 00 
resolution thereon. 


RIVER AND HARBOR BILLS. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
suspend the rules that I may introduce the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union be discharged from the furthex consideration of 
the bill of the House (No. 295) to continue the improvement 
of the Cape Fear river, North Carolina, and that the Hous? 

to its consideration, and that when so uader co0- 
sideration it shall be in order to submit an amendment 
thereto, embracing similar provisions for various other river 


Mr. LETCHER moved that the House aé- 


journ. 
, Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I hope that mo- 
tion will not be agreed to, but that the House will 


proceed to the consideration of the several appr 


priation bills. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the House no¥ 
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adjourns, will not the motion to suspend the rules 
be the first business in order in the morning? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up as the un- 
finished business of to-day. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, demanded the yeas 
and nays on the motion to oe PON 

The House divided on the demand for the yeas 
and nays; and there were 24 in the affirmative, 
9G in the negative. ; 

The Speaker voted in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 65; as follows: 





YEAS—Messrs. Albright. Barbour, Henry Bennet, Bliss, | 


| 


| 





| 


|, to be printed. + 


Broom. Buffinton, Burlingame, Cadwalader, Ezra Clark, | 


Clawson, Col ax, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Day, Dick | 


Dodd, Emrie, Flagler, Goode, Granger, Harlan, Marri-on, 


Llodze-, Valentine B. Horiou, George W. Joues, Kelly. Kel- | 


sev, Kennett, Knox, Leteher,@Liadley, Mace, McCarty, 


MeMuliin, Killian Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, | 


Nichols, Norton, Parker, Perry, Porter, Pringle, Purvianec, 
Puryear, Quitman, Roberts, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Savage, 
Scott, Sherman, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stran- 
aban. Thorington, Trattou, Tyson, Walbridge, Cadwalader 
C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 


Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright— || 


71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Allison, Ball, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
Benson, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Brenton, James H. Camp- 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaf- 
fee, Bayard Clarke, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
Craige, Uenry Winter Davis, Dean, Dickson, Dunn, Duriee, 
Florence, Galloway, Gilbert, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Oarris, Thomas L. Uarris, Haven, Houston, Moward, 
Hugiston, King, Knapp, Knight, Kunkel, Lake, Humphrey 
Marshall, Maxwell. Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Mur- 
ray, Paine, Peck, Pennington, Pike, Robbins, Ruffin, San- 
didge, Simmons, Stewart, Tappan, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, 
Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, Waldron, Walker, Wood, 
and Zoilicoffer—65. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the House 


(at aquarter past five o’clock, p m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 24, 1857. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Srepnen P. Hit. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, information in relation to the dis- 

osition of the lands owned by the United States, 
in Chelsea, Massachusetts, which were author- 
ized to be sold by the act of March 3, 1855; which 
was read, and, on motion of Mr. Witson, was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication 
from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report from the Attorney General, in 
reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 20th 
instant, asking for the correspondence of Samuel 
D. Lecompte, chief justice of the Territory of 
Kansas; which was, on motion of Mr. WELLER, 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill from the House of Representatives 
(No. 527) for the relief of Whitemarsh B. Sea- 
brook and others, was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of 
Oliver Evans Wood, praying that an appropria- 
tion may be made to enable him to put into oper- 
ation his plan for the safe and prompt delivery 
of letters sent by mail to the floating population 
on the Pacific coast; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE presented a petition of A. B. 
Slaughter and others, for the establishment of a 
mail route from Muscoda to Lacross, in Wiscon- 
sin; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Tealso presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of Wisconsin, praying for an appropriation to 
build a post office and United States court-house 
at Madison, in that State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Albert 

schke, civil engineer, for the purchase of a 
number of copies of his topographical map of the 
city of Washington; which was referred to the 

ommittee on the Library. 

j Mr. FESSENDEN presented the memorial of 
abez M. Woodward, claiming to be the origina- 
vor of steam mail service between the Atlantic 
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carrying the mail for the next ten years from 
New York to San Francisco may be awarded to 


him; which was referred to the Committee on the | 


Post Office and Post Roads. 
| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- | 


| sions, to whom was referred the petition of Nancy 
| Fisher, one of the heirs of Johnand Sarah Chisom, 
submitied an adverse report; which was ordered 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom was referred the 
petition of a committee of the Corporation of 
Washington, reported a bill (S. No. 625) ceding 
to the Corporation of Washington certain public 
ground for market purposes, and granting powers 
relating thereto; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 5 

Mr. GREEN, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the following bills, 
reported them without amendment: 
| A bill (H.R. No. 516) for the relief of William 
L. Oliver; 


| A bill (EL. R. No. 534) fer the relief of William | 


| Walton, a soldier of the war of 1812; 

A bill (H. R. No. 288) for the relief of Isaac P. 
| Washburne; and 
| A bill (H. R. No. 517) granting a pension to 
Franklin W. Armstrong, of Hardin county, Ken- 
tucky. 

4 HALE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Nathaniel P. Swan, submitted an adverse 
report; which was concurred in, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. HALE. The Committee on Revolution- 


of the heirs of Daniel Trueheart, have instructed 
me to make an adverse report. I wish to state 
that this memorial has been fifteen years before 
Congress; there have been several adverse reports 
on it, both in the House of Representatives and 
in the Senate; but they failed to be acted on, and 
consequently the papers have been withdrawn, 
and referred again to the committee. I wish the 
report to be acted on now. 


The report was agreed to, and ordered to be 
printed. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BROWN asked, and by unanimous con- 
| sent obtained, leave to Lring in a bill (S. No. 624) 
to apportion the clerks in the several Departments 


tories, according to Federal population; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 
JOSEPH RICHARDS. 
Mr. BIGGS. 


I ask the unanimous consent of 


bills which have been reported from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, to the passage 
of which I think there can be no possible objec- 
tion. 
land warrant. It is a case clearly coming within 
the equity of the law. The other is to refund 
$200 that have been in the Treasury for a num- 
ber of years, which were paid by a private land 
claimant. I ask first to take up the bill (H. R. 
No. 225) for the relief of Joseph Richards, of 


| Berks county, Pennsylvania. 
| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 


ceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill. It directs the Commissioner of 
Pensions to igsue to Joseph Richards, legal rep- 
resentative. pf Henry Hutchinson, late a private 
in oar B, fourth regiment of United States 
artillery, a land warrant in lieu of a warrant issued 
the 27th of May, 1848, in the name of Henry 
| Hutchinson, for one hundred and sixty acres, 
No. 16,596, which was issued subsequent to the 
death of Hutchinson. The original warrant is 
| to be delivered and canceled before the new one 
| shall be issued in the name of Richards; and sat- 
| isfactory proof is to be filed in the office of the 
| Commissioner of Pensions that Joseph Richards 
is entitled to receive the warrant as devisee and 
| representative of Henry Hutchinson. 
| Mr. STUART. I should like to inquire of the 
| honorable Senator from North Carolina if this 
| bill proposes to issue a land warrant to the repre- 
sentative of a deceased person who died before 
the first warrant was issued ? 









_ and Pacific States, praying that the contract for 


ary Claims, toewhom was referred the memorial | 


of the Government among the States and Terri- | 


the Senate to take up for consideration two little | 


One is to authorize the issue of a bounty 













Mr. BIGGS, Yes, sir. I will state to the 
| honorable Senator from Michigan the facts of the 
| case. Hutchinson wasa foundling; he was raised 
| by Richards, in whose name this warrant is 2ow 
| to issue. He enlisted m the war with Mexico; 
j came back broken down in constitution; was 
|| taken care of by Richards; and during the time 
_ he was there he made his application fora bounty 
|; land warrant. He made his will, and deMord his 
|| property to Richards. Richards took care of him 
|| for a considerable length of time. He devised by 
|| his will all his property to Richards, and the 
warrant issued after his death. Th® bill is to 
|} enable the warrant first issued to be canceled for 
the warrant which this bill authorizes. 

Mr. STUART. There may be some spcciual 
circumstances about this case which EF have not 
heard; but the subject is an old one; it has been 
|| considered by the Committee on Public Lands 
|| ever since I have had any connection with it. Tt 

was discussed at great length in 1855, on the 
bounty land bill; and the Senate, at that time, 
sustained the views adopted by the committee, 
and decided, that where an individual died after 
his application had been made for a bounty land 
warrant, and before the warrant issued, it should 
not issue, and become a part of his estate. As 
the law now stands, if the warrant is issued be- 
fore he dies, although it is regarded asa personal 
| bounty, it becomes a part of his estate. If the 
Senate is disposed to change this rule upon gen- 
eral principles, very well; but | do not see any- 
thing in this case that makes it an eXecption move 
than any other case that may arise. Llere is a 
man having no family, no heirs, who devised his 
| property — this warrant among tlhe rest—to a 

friend with whom he lived, and died. The war- 
‘| rant did not issue unul after his death. Dy the 

present law, and by that law as determined afer 
|| a careful examination of the question by the Seu- 
i}ate, he is notentitled to it, It seems to me that 
it is only necessary to ascertain what is to be the 
sense of the Senate upon this question, because, 
as I said, the facts of the case do not differ from 
a thousand others or more, and therefore [ desire 
to have a vote of the Senate on the question, that 
we may be able to understand what is to be the 
rule. . 

Mr. FOOT. [am myself, and have been from 
| the beginning, rather inclined to favor applications 
of this character. Iam in favor of the principle 
involved in this bill; but, as has been said by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan, two years ago, 
when the Committee on Public Lands had the 
|| whole suljjget of bounty lands under considera- 
|| tion, inal cipte was fully discussed and con- 
sidered, and finally rejected by the committee, It 
was offered in the form of an amendment to the 
bill before theaSenate, and on full consideration 
|| it was rejected by the Senate. 
| I have several applications in the form of peti- 
| tions from the representatives of persons deceased, 
| who made applications for bounty land, and to 
whom warrants were issued on such application ; 
but they died before the warrants were issued. tn 
all those cases those warrants or certificates have 
|| been canceled at the office. In consequence of 

this decision by the Committee on Public Lands, 

and more especially in view of the decision, on 
full consideration by the Senate itself, | heve re- 

| frained in all such cases from presenting the peti- 
tions which have been sent to me. However,if 
the Senate see fit now to pass this bill, thus ree- 
ognizing the principle, I shall feel it due to myself, 
and in justice to those petitioners under like cir- 
cumstances, to present their cases for the favor- 
able consideration of the Senate. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. As thisbill relates to one 
of my constituents of the good county of Berks, 
I must say that I think it is an exceptional case; 
and although I may not feel inclined to favor the 
aera which may be supposed to he involved 
in it, [think this bill ought to pass. It has re- 
ceived the sanction of the House of Representa- 
tives, and of a committee of this body. They 

| put it on the ground, | understand, that there are 
peculiar circumstances connected with this case, 





| 
i 











| The facts which make it an exceptional case are 
| stated, I believe, inthe report. | have great con- 


which ough to secure the passage of the bill. 


| fidence in the committee which reported it, espe- 


cially in the member of the committee from 


| North Carolina, [Mr. Bices,] who has cxamined 


the case, and says the bill ought to pase. 





kas pO 


ae 


6 hg es ep te Pp E se 
AEE SNPS ly tras 


RAE Fearon 


Se ici Me Ee gl le 








{ : 


= 


aie eee 


a 


ee eee 


| 
‘ 


.bers, whose duty it i be to examine al) bills, amend 


Mr. WILSON. | see nothing in this'ease, be- | 
cause it happens to come from old Democratic || 
Jerks, that makes it an exception to the general | 





rule. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not put it on that 


ground, 
Mr. WILSON. The Senator says he does not | 
I do not see any other. | 


put ih ground. 
Ash en Stated by the Senator from Vermont || 
of himself, I have had Several petitions in cases 
of this kind; I have had several letters in regard 
to them. el received a letter a day or two ago | 
from Mr. Rockwell, my predecessor on this 
floor, urging that this law ouglit to be amended, | 
and pointing to a Very strong case which hap- | 
ened in his neighborhood. I received a letter a 
Few days ago in regard to a revojutionary claim || 
of this character. 
cial legislation on the subject. 


If it is necessary || 


| 
j 


lh 


| for sixty days. 


I hope we shall have no spe- | 


to do anything, let us pags ‘a gencral law. I hope || 


this bill will not be passed. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. As there Seems to be some 
discussion on this principle which cag be ill af- 


forded at this period of the session, I “move thie || 


postponement of the bill, with a view to take up | 
the report of the special comniittee appointed by | 
the Senate for revising the 34th rule. 
privileged question, which ought to be disposed | 
of at once. I move that the further considera- | 
tion of the bill now before the Senate be post- | 
poned until Friday, which is private bill day. 
Tlie motien was agreed to. 


COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 


On motion of Mr. BENJAMIN, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolution, 
reported by him on the 17th instant: 


That is a || 


Resolved, That the following be substituted for the 34th || 


ation of the present session of Congress : 

Rule 34. The following standing committees shall be ap- | 
pointed at the commencement of each session, With leave | 
to report by bill or otherwise : 


A Committee on Foreign Relations, to consist of seven || y 
/even number; that it was always better there 
| should be a majority report from a committee; 
| and consequently some of the committees which 


members. 

A Committee on Finatice, to consist of Seven mettbers. 
A Committee on Commerce, to consist of seven mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on Military Affairs and Militia, to consist 
of five members. 

A Committee on Naval Affairs, to consist of five mem- 
bers. 

A Committee on the Judiciary, to consist of seven mém- 
bers. 

A Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to con- | 
sist of seven members. 

A Committee on Public Lands, to consist of seven mem- 


rs. | 

A Committee on Private Land Claims, Ca sis of five | 

members. 

ie Coimmittee on Indian Affairs, to consist of seven mem- 
rs. 

A Committee on Pensions and Revolyionary Claims, to 
consist of five members. 

A Committee on Claims, to consist of five members, 

A Comiiiittee on the District of Columbia, to consist of 
seven members, 

A Committee on Patents and the Patent Office, to con- 
sist of five members. 

A Committee on Public Baildihis ‘and Grounds, to con- | 
sist of five members, who shall have power also to act | 
jointly with the same committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

A Committée on Territoriés, to consist of sevén mem- 


bers. 
A Committee on the Library, toconsist of five members. 
A Comniittee to Audit and Control the Contingent Ex- 
penses of the Senate, to consist of five members, to whom 
shall be referred all resolutions directing the payment of | 
money out of the Contingent fand ‘of the ‘Serate, Gr cre- | 
ating u charge On the same. | 
A Committee on Printing, to consist of three membera, | 








to whom shall be referred every question on the printing 
of documents, reports, or other matters transmitted by either 
of the Executive Departments, and all memorials, petitions 
accompanying docaments, together with all other matter 
the printing of which shall be moved, excepting bills ori- 
ginating in Congress, resolutions offered by any Senator, 
commanications from the Legislatures, or conventions law- 
fully called, of the respective States, knd motions to prittt 
by order ofthe standing committees of the Senate. Mo- 
tions to print additional numbers shall likewise be referred 
to said committee ; and When the re shall be in favor 
of printing additional numbers, it shall be accompanied by 
an estimate of the probable cost; and it shall be the duty 
of such Comunittee on Printing to report, in every case, in 
one day, or pores if proemcenie ; the said committee shall 
t 


also 8 of maps w- 
ings accompanying documents to be printed. 
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A Committee on Enrolled Bills, to of three mem- 


Each of thie foregoing cominitfées shall be entitled to 


ec a 


| 








employ a clerk, with the exception of thie following, which 
#hall hot be efititled toa Clerk, viz: ? 


1. The Committee on Patentsand the Patent Office. 
2. The Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


3. The Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent |) Enrolled Bills. 


Expenses of the Senate. 

4. The Committee on the Library. 

5. The Committee on Engrossed Bills. 

6. The Committee on Enrolled Biifs. 

The clerks of the Committees on Finance, Printing, and 
Claims shall be permanent clerks, at a salary of $1,800 per || 
annem. 

The clerks employed by all the oftlier committees shall 
receive a compensation of six dollars per diem daring the 
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mittees on Patents and the Patent Office, on the 


Public Buildings and Grounds, on Contingen; 


Expenses, on the Library, and on Engrossed ang 


The compeneadign allowed to the 


clerks of the committees is the e as that here. 
tofore allowed; but in view of the long recess that 


| ensues on our adjournment at the short session, 


it was deemed proper to allow some extra com. 
pensation at the close of that session for the clerks 
of committees, to assist them during the lop 
recess when they receive nothing. During the 


lime of their actual employment, and at the close of the || short session they receive six dollarsa day. They 


second session of each Congress shall be entitled to an 
extra compensation, equal to tlie amount of their per diem || 


| 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Iwill say a few words for 
the purpose of putting the Senate in possession 
of the modifications which have been made in the 
34th rule by the committee, in order that the ques- 
tion may be understood by members who may 
think proper to give me their attention. 

In reorganizing the committees, we have con- 
sidered that some were useless to the Senate as 
standing committees, in consequence of the very 
limited number of reports or bills acted on by 
them for some sessions past. The Committee on 
Manufactures is discontinued as a standing com- 
mittee; the Committee on Agriculture is discon- 
tinued as a standing committee; the Committee 
on Roads and Canals is discontinued; and the 
Committee on Retrenchment is discontinued. 
The subject of the militia is added to that of mil- 
itary affairs, so that there will be but one com- 
mittee for the future on military affairs and the 
militia, The subject of revolutionary claims 
is committed to the Committee on Pensions, as 
being subjects entirely germane, and which ought 
to be confided to one committee, These are all 


rule of the Senate, to take effect from and after the expir- || the changes made in relation to the business of 


the committees. 

As regards the number of members, the special 
committee came to the conclusion that it was in- 
judicious to have any committee to consist of an 


formerly consisted of six members are now made 
to consist of seven; and other committees “are 
reduced to five members, according as it seemed 


| to the special committee that the business of the 


country would be better dispatched. We have 
reported in favor of having seven members on all 
committees Which embrace subjects where the 


| interests of the different sections of the Union 


may be supposed to be diversified, and where, 
consequent Ye it is proper that each portion of the 
Union should be represented on a committee; and 
we have further augmented the namber of mem- 
bers of those committees which embrace subjects 
of a party character, or where party ssalifies 
might seem to require a fair representation of the 
different political parties of the country. The 
Committees, consequently, of Foreign Relations, 
of Finance, of Commerce, of the Judiciary, of 
the Post Office and Post Roads, of Public Lands, 
of Indian Affairs, of the District of Columbia, 
and of Territories, are made to consist of seven 
members each. All the other committees are 
of five, with the exception of the Committee on 
Printing, I believe, which consists of three mem- 
bers only, and the Committees on Engrossed and 
Enrolled Bills, where three members are suppose 
to be sufficient. These are the only changes made, 
as regards the organization of the Senate com- 
mittees, their business, or their number. 

On the subject of clerks, the speéial committee 
had some difficulty. There are now but three 
clerks permanently employed by the committees 
of the Senate. Ona review of our business, we 
came to the conclusion that those three clerks 
ought to be continued on their ee footing, 
but that their salaries ought to be madé equal. 
One of them receives, through some mistake of 
legislation I believe, some two or three hundred 
dollars per annum more than the other two, and 
his compensation is therefore to be reduced, so as 
to be the same as that of the other two. These 
three are considered by your special committee 
as the only committees properly entitled to a per- 
manept clerk, All the remaining committees are 
provided by this report with oneclerk to act dariag 

0 


the sessions of Congress, with the exception a 
six; al for thoes he spel eom rami tie sonata 
erks. 


see no necessity for ey are the Com- 


are employed but ninety or a hundred days, and 
we propose to allow compensation for sixty days 
extra at the close of the short session. 

These are the only changes made by the com- 
mittee, and I submit them to the Senate. I will, 
however, in behalf of the committee, move two 
trifling amendments. The clerks to the Commit. 
tee on Finance, on Printing, and on Claims, by 
this report, are to be at a salary of $1,860 a year, 
That is a mistake, and I move to strike out 
‘*sixty’’ and insert ‘* fifty.’? One thousand eight 
hundred and fifty dollars is the salary of the clerks 
in the Seeretary’s office, and this salary was in- 
tended to be putat the same rate. J move, there. 
fore, to strike out ** sixty”? and insert * fifty.” | 
shall further move at the end of the words ‘actual 
employment” to add ** Sundays included,” s9 
that there may be no misinterpretation of that 
clause. 

Mr. GREEN. I think this report does not em- 
brace all that should be embraced in it. From 
my little experience, I am satisfied that the Com- 
mittee on Pensions has a very large amount of 
labor, and ought to have more than five members 
It receives business from all, parts of the Union, 
More than that, as this Senate is about to expire, 
and as nearly one third of it will be renewed 
after the 4th of March, 1 think the reorganiza- 
tion of the committees and the provision for the 
employment of permanent and temporary clerks 
ought to be, postponed, and for that reason | 
move to lay the whole subject on the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like my friend from 
Louisiana togive me some reason for reducing 
the number of members of the Committee on 
Military Affairs from six to five. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I stated, in the opening 
remarks which I made on the report, that the spe- 
cial committee determined to make the commit 
tees of the Senate consist of odd numbers, so that 
there could always be ‘a majority report froma 
committee. Some were increased to seven; and 
where the business of the committee appeared to 
us to be such as to give rise to’no sectional cop- 
troversies or party questions, we thought five 
would be a more efficient number. We are per- 
fectly willing that any committee shall have seven 
members, if that number should be preferred. In 
casés where controversies might arise of a sec- 
tional character, or embracirig political topics, all 

arties Ought to be represented. The pitas 
fies never been considered ‘a subject of that kind, 
and we thought five would be more efficient. If 
the Senator prefers ‘seven, 1 suppose there will 
not be a dissentient voice. 

Mr. WELLER. Lopreferthat number. Asa 
matter of course, it will not affect me, but I speak 
of the business before the committee. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. If the Senator will move 
to insert seven, I shall not object. 

Mr. WELLER. I move to amend the resolt- 
tion so as to provide for seven members of the 
Committee op Military Affairs. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The first ques 
tion is on the amendments proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana; the first of which is to strike 
oat ,860 and insert $1,850, in the clause stated 


y, nim. is 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The second 
amendment of the Senator from Louitians 
after the word “employment,” to insert “Sul 
daysincluded.”” . 

Mr. t ‘TENDEN. I move tolay this sub- 
ject on the table for the present. We have other 

iness of more importance to attend to. 

he motion was agreed to; there being, o»® 


division—ayes 23, noes 19. ) 
_ Mr. BE TAMIN. T Bive Hotice that I shel 


call this subject up to-morrow morning 
stots day iefste theniselrée abou i 
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